
WHELDRAKE 
Conservation Area No. 26 (18.9 ha) 
 
Introduction 
Wheldrake Conservation Area was designated in 1979. It concentrates upon the historic Main Street, and its  
continuation as Church Lane, and the “back Lanes” established as part of the medieval field pattern.  
 
History 
Wheldrake exhibits a classic medieval village “toft and croft” layout. There were reputed to be eight tofts 
on either side of the street, indicating a relatively important village. The growth of the village up to 1850 
was achieved almost solely by the sub-division of these original tofts. A little infilling of houses has 
occurred in the 20th Century but only relatively recently has development spread beyond the back lanes, 
mainly on the north side of the village. 
 
Important Buildings 
In the Conservation Area the Parish Church and twenty-one buildings are listed, a notable proportion for a 
village of this size, reflecting its historic importance and qualities. The Church of St Helen has a 14th 
Century west tower and a 5 sided apse of 1779. Numbers 53/55 Main Street are probably late 16th Century 
or early 17th Century in origin and have surviving exposed timber framing to the front wall. Other 
buildings date mainly from the 18th Century, with several from the early part of the Century, and examples 
of 3- cell, lobby-entry plan form. 
 
Character 
The medieval form and layout of the village survive, with long narrow plots of land extending to the “back 
lanes”, North Lane and South Lane. The latter retains its open setting beyond, but residential development 
now comes right up to much of North Lane, though important historical links still exist such as Broad 
Highway. The long, quite narrow Main Street, gently unfolding to the eye through its curves and reaching a 
slight rise at St Helen’s Church, combined with the way buildings are grouped along it, creates a linear 
village street of distinct quality. Grass verges running faithfully along the street’s length contribute to this 
and act as a setting for the buildings. Buildings are mostly 18th Century and 19th Century groups of 
cottages interspersed by more imposing individual houses and farmhouses, clustered along the street 
frontage and linked by walls, or set behind small walled front gardens or hedges. The result is an 
attractively varied, yet rhythmical and very cohesive streetscape. Buildings are mostly 2 storey, 
predominantly in pinkish-brown brickwork with pantile roofs, and some Welsh slate or plain tile. Several 
valuable groups of farm buildings retain the agricultural character of the village, together with the 
outbuildings extending down the narrow plots behind the frontage properties, and the several lanes and 
yards that create spatial interest and intimacy. The historical evolution of the physical fabric of St Helen’s 
Church and the variety of materials used make for an unusual and arresting building. Its siting, the nearby 
trees and association with the attractive group of buildings adjoining, including the former schoolhouse, 
create an enclave of poignant character at the east end of the village. The simple qualities of the cottages 
and farm buildings are complemented by the heritage of the local vernacular detailing found in many of the 
more individually historic properties : including tumbled-in brickwork, eaves banding, brick coping to 
gables, string courses, flat window arches of gauged brick. There are many examples through the village of 
Yorkshire sliding sash windows. Wheldrake retains the strongly rural, pastoral character of a linear village 
founded in agriculture. Its legacy of historic buildings and the qualities of its streetscape also generate a 
distinct sense of place, of arrival from the isolated countryside.  
 
The main elements of the character and appearance of the area are:  
 
(1) The surviving medieval pattern and its reflection in the form and layout of buildings. 

 
(2) The strong linear and cohesive character of the Main Street and Church Lane, arising from the 

grouping of buildings, boundary walls and the line of the street with its grass verge. 
 

(3) The rich legacy of historic buildings and local vernacular details, creating with the street pattern a 
distinct sense of place. 



Pond

Track

VA LLEY  VIE W

13.1m

Works

DERWENT DRIVE

HARCOURT CLOSE

BM 14.09m

13.5m

Pond

LOW
 W

ELL LANE

(Track)

Peartree

Cottage

13.0mGP

El Sub Sta

LB

13.2m

MAIN STREET

Ivy Cottage

The
Lilacs

LOW WELL PARK

12.0m

THE CRANBRO
O

KS

NORTH LANE

Tel Ex

Alice
Hawthorne

(PH)

12.8m

BACK LANE SOUTH

Newlands

Holl
yfi

eld

W
ALKER LANE

TCB

12.6m

BM 13.26m

12.3m

Toft Acres

37

25

2

12

21

13

11

1

23

19

17
15a

15

13

11a

11

3

1
7

4

1

2

16

13

10

5

14

6

18

39

31

23
13

1

1

2 4

3

2
1

2
1

4c

6
12

2

9

7

5

3

14 14a

2

6

12

16

22

19

17

19

17

11

3

16

20

22

28

36

40

44 46

48

50

9

7

5

3

55
53

51

45

1

43

41

39

37

29

13
11

9a

9

52

6

8

10

12

14

21

3

Drain
RAKER CLOSE

The
Old Barn

4
5

1

87

KI
TT

Y

GARTH

Corner House

Chestnut
House

Strands

1a

DYKELANDS CL

M
ILLFIELD

CRT

Nursery

38a

43

Tamarisk

The Laurels

Alemar

House

MAIN STREET

14.0m

15.3m

DALTO
N HILL (PH)

Sch SD

BM 16.79m

14.6mPO

Garage

CHURCH LANE
St Helen's

Church
12.7m

Wheldrake
Hall

CHURCH CLOSE

El Sub Sta
ST HELEN'S RISE

Wr
Twr

Pond

Orchard House

BACK LANE SOUTH

Toft Acres

Surgery

57

67

71

77

52

62

66

68 70

4

6

8

14

2

4

6

8

89

91

99

10
1

103

105

1

11
15

17

2

8

14

1

11

2

8

14

GP

W
enlock

Arm
s

KITTY GARTH

KITTY GARTH

10

12

57a
57c

59

61a

Half M
oon Court

Tank

9.0m

Dovecot Field

Recreation Ground

Drain

BROADLANDS

9.0m

RUDDINGS

El Sub Sta

RUDDINGS

Tra ck

Drain

10.4m

DERWENT PARK

Pump House

BECK LANE

COURTNEYS

Wheldrake CE
Primary School

Playground

BROAD HIGHW
AY

Drain

NORTH LANE

9.2
m

G
REENG

ALES CO
URT

GP

22

20

Greylings

DALTO
N HILL

School

Rectory

BLAKE CO
URT

El
Track

BM
12.06m

11.8m

11.5m

10.6m CHURCH LANE

DrainSub Sta

1

3

13

21

22

30

40

23

31

39

1

2

41
41a

41b 41c

14

26

7

13

25

38

30

1
2

7

13

18

28

18

6

2

3

7

11

4
2

1

18

2

5

8

11

25
13

3

3

5

9

13

19

36

26

26

14

12

2

13

25

37

51

63

31

41

Drain

21

1

9
8

BLUE
SLATES

CLO
SE

3

4

1

2
5

8Salem

House
W

enlock

W
enlock

G
ardens

51

53

42

Drain

Ponds

Pond

CRANBROOKS

9.3m

Cranbrook
Close

Drai
n

Bowling
Green Recreation

Ground

Tennis
Court

Hall

Drain

BM 9.12m

9.3m

1

7

7

25
27

29

33

37

43

36

30

22

1

7

5

3

THE

20

16

DO
VECOT CLO

SE

RAKERCL

14
6

1

7

12

2

26

18

York City Council.LA 086258c Crown Copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.

Produced from the 1993 Ordnance Survey 1:1250 mapping with the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office

SCALE DRAWN BY DATE

Originating Group Drawing Number

9, St. Leonards Place, York, YO1 2ET  Telephone: 01904 613161

1:2500 2\12\1996JB

N

S

EW

Wheldrake

CON 26Conservation

Conservation Area No. 26

WHELDRAKE
Area is 19ha


	ca26wheldrake
	WHELDRAKE

	WheldrakeCON26



