
The QuacrOs Sconce 

:ip 

'.~7; fl 
'sFI 

j- 

Lo 

r; nl~ 

cm 

--tap— 

r 

14 
-3 MINIF 

4M& 

4Zw 

http://www.kingsguard.fsnet.co.uk/queens.gif 	 08/07/2002 



X~ 

x 

z 

- 
.51 

36 

op 
unt 

ook IQPW' 

k  ke 

-Aw 

-7- 

Do 

A 

f(i E 11 
It 

SCALE 	 _1:m 	MOO A _RNRU~_ 

http://www.kingsguard.fsnet.co.uk/map4.gif 	 08/07/2002 



t, 

B U R I A L S 	s w. of the Fortress 

Blossorn. Street and The Mount area 

WaLL, 

.. 	............. 

4 

x 
49, 

0 

'0 

.9.4. 

.......... E ...... 	
.. 	.. 	......... 

. 	
. 	... 	................. x 	

.. . .......... 

.1 0 

x 

xx 

". 
x 

M 0 	L) 	N T:; 0 

x 
0 
j 

iL vx 5 C H 	0 	-11 	7W. X..., 
x 

r 

L 
G Q 0 LJ N 0 5 	xx 	dttLt- 

INHUMATION3 ROMAN ROADS 

6ingte Burial 	I c-onfirmect 
Y X-X Group Conjeturecl 

x Cemettry fEM MODERN ROAZ8 

CPEMATIO143 GPAVE GOODS 

West ~5ingle Burial 	X iLLrial wx~,~ 

GroLLP 

MIXED BVRIAL6 LeaJ. 
0 Group 

Cemtp-ry 

5t,.n. 

TobiwTONE3 
Stngle, 

VAULT,5 6roup 

0 CA Z—E OY F E E T 
100 0 	Soo 	1000 	fsoo 

I 	i 	I 	I 	I 

Fioa, 70. 



DURING THE CIVIL WAR 

dcmolish Clifford's Tower and to sell the stone for his 
personal profit was frustrated by protests from the city 
before he had donc more than rcmove the batticmcnts 
and roof. Interestingly, thcse protests were on grounds 
of ameiiity rather than because of the value of the tower 
as a fortress, and one petition stresses that if it were 
pulled down York would have no buildings left for 
show other than the Minster and the church steeples.' 

Normal maintenance work on the defences of the 
city was carried on up to the Civil War. In 1594  a 
committee was appointed to search for fallen coping 
stones, and many were cliscovered in preiriises adjoining 
the Micklegate defences.2  Holy Trinity Priory churcli 
was the source of stone used for repairs near Lendal in 
1603, and a watchman was hired in case plague-infected 
strangers ciitered the city through the gap in the wall 
which was being repaired.3  Prccautions were also taken 
against plague in 163 1,  when posterns and places where 
the walls could be climbed were checked.4  James I's 
visit in 1603  was preparcd for by washing and painting 
the bars and setting up a stone figure over Micklegate 
Bar.5  In 160 Lendal Tower was first used as a watcr-
Nvorks, a use later to bcconic permanent.6  

DURING THE CIVIL WAR 

The city was the principal base of the royal army 
assembled in 1640  to fight the Scots, and fortified canips 
were constructed to the W. and S.W. The king did 
not follow Lord Herbcrt's advice that York should 
be strengdiened at the citizens' expense, 'that at the dis-
tance of cvcry twenty five score paces round about the 
tovm, the walls should be thrown dovm, and certain 
bastions or bulwarks of earth be erected by the advice 
of some good engincer', and that all houses witliin 
I twenty five score paces round about the wall' should 
be demolished.7  

When the Civil War started in 1642 Henry Clifford, 
Earl of Cumbcrland, in conimand of the royal forces 
in the north, had the city walls repaired and additional 
carthworks made. A labour force of 1800 was set to 
work, and the city council complained of the great 
expense involved in making trenches and of the felling 

1 B31,  f 2igv; see p. 67- 
2 B31, ff. 64, 76 , 76v; K76.1, 1-2. 
3  cl 1, f 72: 'to Geffray Brothericke for waching of the Broken Wall 

seven iiights at iiijd the night'. 
4 B35, f 112. 	 5  c 11, ff. 70, 72  ff.; C 12, f. 104. 
61334, ff. 93v, 97. 	7 Drakc, 141. 	 8  B36, ff. 78v, 79.  
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of trees and hedges around the city.8  Clifford's Tower 
was also restored, apparently at the Earl's own expense, 
since he claimed the supposed right of his family to be 
its hereditary captains. 

Cumberland was replaced in November 1642 by the 
Earl of Newcastle, with Sir William Savile serving 
under him as Govemor of York. The new commander 
unsuccessfully beleaguercd the Parliamentary strong-
hold of Hull, but in April 1644  the advance of a large 
Scottish army under the Earl of Lcvcn, together with 
the defeat and capture at Selby of Sir John Belasyse, 
who had succeeded Savile as Govemor of York, forced 
Newcastle to retreat to York, where he was besiegcd 
from 2.3  April.9  

Details are known of the regulations for rationing in 
the city and of the price of provisions during the siege. 10  
The arrangements for defence i-ticluded blocking all the 
postems with earth and stones and mounting caimon. 
There were two cannon on each of the four main gates 
and on Baile FEII, three on the roof of Chfford's Tower, 
one at the Friars (probably on the Greyfriars' Wall), 
three in boats moored across the Ouse near the site of 
Skeldergate Bridge, and 'a platform of guns' on the 
roof of St. Olave's Church." 

The Scottish army encamped on the S. of York, 
wHe Lord Fairfax, who had advanced from Hull, took 
up a position on the S.E., but the combined forces were 
still too few to blockade the city completely. Diaries 
kept by Robert Douglas, chaplain to Leven, and by 
Sir Henry Slingsby within York, enable the course of the 
siege to be followed day by day.12  In spite of successes 
in skirnlishes outside the walls, however, the besiegers 
seem to have made little progress during May. On the 
2nd they bumed the seven windmills on Heworth 
Moor and later destroyed three mills N. of the city. On 
the 13th  they captured St. Nicholas' church outside 
Walmgate Bar, taking 8o prisoners, and on the 14th 
they stormed and slighted a small sconce near Acomb. 
A general assault on the walls from all sides was con-
templated, using the dismounted cavalry as infantry.13  
The Royalists madc sorties on ig and 30  May and on 
i June, when the Scots captured some 6o cattle and 
horses grazing outside NUcklegate Bar. 

On 3  June the army of the Eastcrn Association under 

9 L. P. Wenham, The GreatandClose Siege ofYork 1644 (1970) quotcs 
sources at length. 

10  Torr, 104;  Hist. MSS Coni. x, pt. 1, App., 54. 
11  Drake, 162, 259. 
12 Slingsby, Diary, 107-15;  Douglas, Diary, 56-67. 
13 Hist. MSS Coin. X, pt. 1, App., 54. 
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DURING THE CIVII. WAR 

Llic F-arl of Maiiclicstcr arrlvc(i aiid ciicaiiipcd arowid 
Clifton, bringing the number of the besieging forces up 
to about 23,000 infantry, 7,000  cavalry, and 600 dragoons, 
with 25 guns, as against 4,500  infantry, 300 cavalry, and 
3 5 guns inside the city. More information is available 
on the course of events after Manchester's arrival from 
newsletters sciit to London by Simeon Ash aiid William 
Goode, chaplains in his army, and published in instal-
ments.1  Several letters also survive for the next month 
of the siege. Thus an important episode may be de-
scribed in as many as ten different contemporary sources. 
Therc is even a Latin epic poem on the siege and on the 
battle of Marston Moor, written by Payne Fisher, a 
former Sergeant-Major, and published in 1650.2 

A sally by the Royalist cavalry towards Scarborough 
was beaten back on 3  June, and two days later Fairfax's 
forces bLiilt a five-gun battcry on Laniel Hill, 65o yds. 
S.E. of Walmgate Bar. Although the movemciit of 
a 6o pounder cannon froii-i Fulford to tlils battery was 
delayed by fire from Clifford's Tower, the guns there 
were soon bombardiiig the Walmgate sector.3  Mean-
while Manchester's forces had built a bridge of boats 
across the Ouse near Clifton as a link-  Nvith the Scots, 
just as a month earlier the Scottish army had built one 
iicar Acastcr Malbis to providc comiiiuiilcation witli 
Fairfax's troops. On 6 June another battery was made 
in St. Lawrence's churchyard outside Walmgate Bar, 
and at about m-idnight the Scots attacked the earthwork 
forts forming an advanced position to the S. of the city, 
and capturcd two of them, those on Holgate Hill and 
Nun Mill Mll. They failed to take the central fort on 
the Mount, which lield out until the end of the siege. 

On 7  June the Royahsts, now that inost of their outer 
defences had been lost, bumed the suburbs outside the 
gates on the N., E. and W. On the following day the 
bombardment damaged Walmgate Bar and a 6o lb. 
ball went through the tower of St. Sampson's church.4  
At about this time a inine being made under Walmgate 
Bar was cliscovered through the questioning of a 
prisoner and was frustrated by countermining.5  Messen-
gers who reached the city disguised as women probably 

1  Five of these deal with the siege. They are BM Thoiiiason Tracts 
nos. E2 (i), E4 (6), E5i, E5i (3),  and Wiiig C59 9 20(33); for full 
titles see Bibliography under Ash and Goode. 

2 Paganus Piscator, Afarstoti-Moor: sive de Obsidione Praclioque 
Eboraceitse Caritiett (165o). Fisher was prmnt at the battle in Prince 
Rupert's infantry and describes detaiIs of the siege. See Weiiham, 
Op. Cit., 129-32. 

3 Torr, iog; Anon., An Evact Relatioti of the Siege before Yorke (1644), 

4 Torr, io5. 	 5  ibid., io8. 
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brouglit iicws thaL the kiiig liad ordercd Princc Ikupert 
to relieve York.6  In order to delay the besiegers wUe 
relief approached, Newcastle opened negotiations on 
i2june. On the 14th hc rejected the ternis offered and 
the siege was prcssed on with the bombardment by 
Manchester's forces of the prccinct wall of the Abbey 
and the explosion of a mine under St. Mary's Tower 
on 16 Junc.7  This was not co-orclinatcd with other 
attacks and, although troops commanded by Lawrcnce 
Crawford entered by the breacli and penetrated as far 
as the King's Manor, they were beaten back with the 
heaviest casualties of the SiCgC, 216 captured and 40  
killed, a disaster which dishearteiicd the besiegers. 

Littic seems to have happencd for the next fortnight, 
and Fairfax, writing to Lotidon for inorc money and 
amniunition, reported that his men were ready to mut-
iny.8  The Royalists signalled to Poiitefract Castle from 
the Minster towcrs and on tIlC 24th iiiade an uiisucccssful 
sally from Monk Bar. On 30  June Prince Rupert's army 
arrived at Knaresborotigh, and the besieging armies 
movcd off to Marston Moor, hoping to block his 
approach. However, he niarched to the N.E., and on 
i July encaniped a short distaiice N. of York. The 
relieved garrison were able to pltinder the abandoned 
Parliameiitary camps aiid fouiid tlicre 4,000  pairs of 
boots, three mortars, and animunition.9  

On z July Newcastle's forces combined with Rupert's 
but were heavily defeated on Marston Moor. As a result 
Prince Rupert retreated towards Lancashire, while 
Newcastle fled with other Royahst leadcrs to the Con-
tinent by way of Scarborough. The siege was resumed on 
4 July, and the victorious Parliamentary arrnies made 
new batteries in Bishop's Fields, S.W. of York, and 
between Walmgate Bar and Layerthorpe Posteni. A 
tower, probably Tower 13  at the Toft Green angle, 
was shot down.10  Preparations for storming the city 
were made, -mcluding the collection of ladders, the 
making of a bridge to throw over the Foss, and the 
storing of hurdles. The point sclected for attack was 
I where by ye Lateme (Layerthorpe) Posteme it was 
most easy, having nothing but ye ditch with drought 

6  Hist. MSS Coni., The Letter Books ofSir Satniiel Ltike 1644-5 (r963), 
662-4. 

7 Several accounts of this episode are prescrved, e.g., CSP: Dotit. 
1644, 241, 246; CSP: Ven. 1643-7, 113-14; Douglas, Diary, 6o; Slirigsby. 
Diary, iog; Torr, 107.  See also Weiiiiaiii, op. cit., 57-67. 

8  CSP: Doni. 164 4, 246. 
9  7ratis. RHS iis yji (1898), 71. 
10  Douglas, Diary, 65: 'After all were in readiness the battery on our 

quarter shot down a tour.' By 'our quarter' Douglas nicant the S.W. 
side of York. 
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DURING TUr CIVIE. WAR 

almost dry for to hinder their entrance'.1 Sir Thomas 

Gleniliam, now the Governor, asked for a parley on 

11 July, and negotiations continued for four days. 

The city was surrendeted on 16 July on terms favour-

able to the garrison: the Royalists were able to march 

out with the honours of war and make their way to 

Skipton. The victorious armies did ilot stay long, but 

moved away on thC 2oth, lcaving Lord Fairfax in con-

trol of York. Hc was succeeded as Govemor in 1646 by 

Colonel-General Sydenhani Poyntz, and Sir Thomas 

Dickinson, Lord Mayor in 1647 and 1657, replaced 

Poyiitz. Later Robert LlIbLirne, onc of the Major-

Gcncrals, commanded the garrison. 

For the rest of the Civil War the city was no longcr 

itivolved in active warfare. On I August heavy guns 

used by the besiegers were sent for, to be employed 

agaiiist Sheffield Castle,2 aiid in Septcniber a iiiortar left 

by Prince Rupert, togetlier with 30 shclls, was requested 

for the siece of Lathom HoUSC.3 Rcpairs to the dcfences 

started in February 1645, whcn Edmund Gylcs, the 

iicwly clected City Husband, patched the wall at the 

angle of the Old Balle aiid btillt a brick aiid stoiie watch 

lioLise thcre.4 He then built a gLin platforni and guard 

liouse at Toft Grecii aiitl a brick watch hotise beside 

Walmo,ate Bar.5 A siniilar watch house was proposed 

at Skeldergate Postern, where the 'pallisadoes' blocking 

the river were removed.6 Later in the year Castlegate 

Postern was unblocked and its portcullis made opera-

tional;7 the walls at Fishergate Postern were also re-

paircd, and the ditch around the Red Tower was 

cnlargcd.8 

Dtiriiig the spring of 1645 some of the outer carth-

work dcfences were sliglited, when the inliabitaiits of 

Rufforth, Knapton, and Hessay were set to 'demolish the 

worke in Houlgate and the brcstworke in Bisshop-

feilds', those of Moor Monkton to levcl 'the worke att 

the Brickillnes in or neare Holegatc Feilds', and the 

vill-igers of Acaster Selby 'to deniolish the worke in 

Middlethorpe Inggs'.9 For restoring the dam at the 

Castle Mills, damaged in February 1643 in an attempt 

to divert the Foss into the city ditch, evcr-y householder 

in St. Saiiipson's and St. Saviour's parishes was 'to send 

Sliiigsby, Diary, 115. 
'J. Rushworth, Historical Collections, v (092), 642: tl'CY 'send to 

York for an Iron Deiiiicannon and that great Piece, coiiiiiioiily call'd 
The Q'ieetis Pocket Pistol'; the latter had been captured at Hull in 
October 1643 (Anon., Mills Matiaging ofthe Kittgdoms Caitse (044), 
21). 
3 CSP: Dom. z645-7. 166. 	4 B36, f. 126. 
5 B36, ff. 129, 13r, 135v. 	6 B36, ff. i26v—r29v. 

an able person witli spades or shovels to worke there' 

and 12men were also to be hired to dig.10 

Walmgate Bar had been considerably damagcd: work 

on its restoration commenced in October 1645 with 

the filling up of the inine beneath it.11 To pay for the 

various repairs C3oo had already been raised in York 

in 1644, but by April 1646 a further C117 had becii 

spent on the walls, and there were still 'great decayes 

and Breaclies in Walmegate Barr, the cover-mge of 

Bowthani barr, the Comon Hall, the Castle Milne 

damme, and other parts of the cittle wall, the repaireinge 

whereof will require a greater some than at present can 

well be rased in tl-iis Cittie'.12 TIie city's M.Ps were to 

see 'if the Parhament will alow anythinge towards the 

said repayres'. Their attempts were successful, for on 

3 October the House of Commons ordered that rcpairs 

of the walls, gatcs, and bridges should be fmanced by 

fines on Royalists, and on 12Novembcr a warrant was 

issued to pay ~5,000 from this source.13 TEs suzii, 

which incILided 6400 from Sir George Wentworth's 

estates at Oulstoii, 14 was not necessarily all collected, 

but nevertheless ciiabled the damaged Bars to be repaired 

in 1647 and 1648,15 as the date on the Walmgate barbican 

cojifiriiis. Laycrtliorpe Bridge, ho\vever, was iiot finalk, 

repaircd tintil 1655, whcn a stone arch replaced teiii-

porary planks.16 

During the renewed hostilities of 165o and 051, 

Gylcs was ordered to block the paths along the river 

banks beside the tern-iinal towers of the city wall, niade 

easier of access by the low level of the river; watcli at 

the posterns was also increascd.17 In Octobcr 1651 Ilc 
was mstructcd to store deal and timber froni the battle-

ments of the Bars, presumably temporary strengthening 

during the emergeiicy, and Aldernian Dickinson, the 

Governor, was to be consulted on the disposal of the 
gUnS.18 Clifford's Tower had also bccn repaired after the 

siege and housed an infantr-y garrison, partly supportcd 

by the citizens.19 In August 165o, however, sooii aftcr a 

visit by Cromwcll, 1 3,000 unfixcd muskets in Cliffords 

Tower at York, and divers unserviceable pleccs of 

ordnance in the castle yard, aiid at the several ports of 

York' were removed to Hull.20 11, 1652 brass cannoii 

7 B36, f. 1 43. 	8 B36, C. 1 3r. 

9 B36, ff. 132v, 133v. 	10 ibid. 

" B36, f. i58v. 	12 B36, f. 18ov. 
13 Cal. Coinnjiltee for Compounding, Dotnestic, i 643-6o, 1, 798; E63, f 

75v- 
14 E63, f. 10 7- 	15 B36, f. 203v. 	16 B36, f. 1 8 1; B37, ff. 43, 74- 
17 E63, f 132. 	18 E63, f r34v- 
19 CSP: Dom. 1651-2, 619; E63, f 105. 	20 CSP: Dotn. z650, 276. 
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still rcniaining in the city were also sent to Hull.1  The 
garrison of York under Lilburnc surrendered the city 
to Lord Thomas Fairfax on i January i 66o, an important 
step towards the rcstoratioii of the moiiarchy. 

Damage to the city witliin the walls during the siege 
was apparently mainly caused by shots aimed at Clif-
ford's Tower from the battery on Lamel Hill. The spire 
of St. Denys' church was pierced by a cannon ball, so 
was the tower of St. Sampson's. Most of the mortar 
shells fired from the Walmgate side of York fell into 
the Foss, but one landed in the Thursday Markct (St. 
Sainpson's Squarc), killing a girl and damaging the old 
niarket liall. A vivid description of caruion balls coming 
tlirou h the Minstcr wliidows durino,  services and 9 	 r? 
bouncing from pillar to pillar is unconfirmcd,2  and Sir 
Thonias Fairfax made a point of protecting the cathedral, 

'by makino,  it Death to lcvcl a Gun against it'.3  evcn 
The ruin of St. George's cliurch, ascribed to the bom-
bardmeilt by onc writer,4  was probably not due to any 
ciiemy action. 

Outside the city the cliurches of St. Nicholas, St. 
Lawreiice, and St. Maurice were wrecked, and the first 
of these remained in ruins. Ingram's Hospital in 
13ootliaiii, Agar's Hospital in Monkgate, aiid the Frcc 
Graii-imar School in Gillygate were all rumi ed and 
necded rebuilding. The only houses outside the walls 
which were not destroyed by the Royalists to prevent 
the bcsiegers ushig them as cover were apparently those 
near Micklegate Bar, preserved by the continued 
resistance of the fort on the Mount. Many windnlills, 
all no doubt wooden post-mills, were also bumed in the 
siege. 

The fmds of cannon balls, mortar shells, and bullets 
niade in reccnt times were all in the chief areas of 
fighting, namely, on the Mount, near Nun NEII, at the 
foot of Lamel Hill, and at Walmgate Bar. Bullets 
rccovered from the iniier face of the Abbey precinct 
wall must have been fired in the fightilig of 16 June 
044. A cannon ball found embedded in the city wall 
iicar Micklegate Bar during restoration would have 
conic from the Scots' artillery. 

Little iiow remaii-is of the carthworks mentioned in 
accoulitS of the siege. The best attested of these are 0  

26 

three forts erected by the Royalists to the S.W. of the 
City, on the Mount, on Holgate Hill, aiid on NLin Mill 
Hill, and the Parhamentary batter-y on Lamel FEII. 
There were also works at the brick kilns near tl-ie con-
fluence of the Holgate Beck with the Ouse, and in 
Middlethorpe Ings, demolished 'm 1645.  No plans of the 
siege are known to exist which might rcveal if the few 
refercnces to trenches aiid lines of circumvallation mean 
that there werc continuous Iiiies, as at Newark. 

The sconce on the Mouiit (NG 59385io7) straddled 
the main road frol-n Tadcaster.5  It was constructcd in 

'The Mo unt,37th-century fort, afterJArcher, c.1682 

1642-3 over the site of a Roman ceiiictcry and near the 
remains of St. James' Cliapel. Timber revetments were 
removed in 16496  and the disused carthwork becamc 
the site of a windnUi ll, remaiiiing fairly complete until 
1742, when it was partly levelled for road wideiiing. 
The last vestiges were destroyed in the present century. 
Archer's plaii of c. 1682 (Pl. 6o) sliows that it was a 
regular quadrilateral with angle bastioiis and a wide 
ditch. In plan and siting it closely resembled the sur-
viving Queen's Sconce at Newark-on-Trent, but was 
oiily two-thirds the size. At the surrender it was 
dcscribed as 'a curious and stroiig work',7  aiid by 
William Stukeley 'm 1725  as 'a great sconce a little 

I CSP: Dotti. 1651-2, 175- 
2 T. Mace, Musick's Monument (1676), 18-20: 'The Enciiiy ... had 

plaiitcd their Great Guiis so iiiiscliievously agaiiist the Cliurch ... in 
so niuch that sonictiiiies a Catinon Bullet has conic in at the windows, 
aiid bounc'd about frotii Pillar to Pillar, (cveii like some furious Fiend 
or Evil Spirit) backwards and forwards, and all nianner ofside-ways as 
it has happencd to mect with square or round Opposition amongst  

the PiUars, in its Retums or Rebouiids, tititil its Force has bcen quite 
spent.' 

3 Torr, dedication; Miiister Library MS Add. 43, 47-8. 
4 H. Keep, 'Monuinenta Eboracensia', Trinity Coll. Cambridge MS 

0.433, 140. 	5  Wenham, 200-11, 214-17. 	6  E63, f. 109- 
7 S. Ash, A contitiiiatiott oftriie Intelligencefroin the Armies itt the North 

front ilic i o day to tile 27 of this instatit ji(ly (1644),  6. 
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way off York called tilC MOLlIlt, coiisistiiig of four 
bastioiis raised in the civil wars'.1  

The fort on Holgate Hill (NG 58955133)  reiiialned 
visible until recently, but only sliapeless fragments 
rci-nain in the gardens of houses in Enfield Crescent, 
whicli occupies its site. it was planned by Benson in 
1904 and excavated in 1936  by the late Pliillp Corder.2  
A shglit rampart 25  ft. wide and 3  ft. higli with a 
feeble iiitemal ditch enclosed a rectangle 16o ft. by 
148 ft. The sumniit of the hill borc a sinall patcli of 
cobbling and 14th-century occupation debris. Ridges 
and furrows indicated plougliing of the earthwork. In 
plan it resembled redoubts constructed by the Scottish 
army around Newark, like the one at Crankley Point.3 

The fort at Nun Mill Hill (NG 6oI35074)  coin-
niaiided the road from Bishopthorpe, and 'was strength-
encd with a double ditch, wherein thcre were about 
120 SOUldiers'.4  No traces of it remain: Soutlilands 
Metliodist Church now occupies the site. 

Laiiiel Hill (NG 6455095)  is now a flat-toppcd 
mound io5 ft. in diameter and 1521  ft. high sct on the 
tip of a ridge overlooking the city 650  yds. S.E. of 
Walmaate Bar. It is surmOLinted by a igth-centLiry 
stiniiiierliotise, is encircled by a spiral asphalted path, 
aiid foriiis a gardeii fcatLirC in the grouilds of the 
Friends' Retreat. Excavations by J. Thurnam 'm 1849 
showed that the upper io ft. to 12 ft. of the mound con-
tained 16th and 17th-century coins, the latest of Charles 
1, many disturbed human bones, and a 15th-century 
seal.5  Below a turf line werC 20 tO 30 inhumations, 
orientated E.-W., and unaccompanied except for iron 
coffin nails and a large storage jar. This last was 17th-
century and had no doubt becii inserted into an other-
wise undisturbed Christian cemetery of the 8th or gth 
century. The cemctery had been covered by the wind-
niill hill used for the battery, and again, after the siege, 
as the emplacement of a rnill. 

The sitc of the 'Leaguer' or fortiflcd camp where 
part of the royal army was cncamped in 1640,  which 
was probably also used by Manchester's forces in 1644, 
can be located with some probability. Entries in St. 
Olave's parish registers during October and November 
1640 iiicntioii 'the leager in the fields in Layre Close' 

W. StLikeley, itt'neraritim Curiosunt (1776), 75. 
2  YPSR, 1904, 9; YAYAS, Rep. 1951-2, 3 1-5. 'ROHM, Neivark,  ott Tretit, 'Flie Civil War Siegeworks (1964), 45 

n0- 17. 
4 S. Ash and W. Goode, A Partict(lar Relatioti ... Front Sattirday tlte i. 

li"till Mittiday tlre iotli. of this itistaiit Iiitic (1644), 2. 
6  Arch. J., vl (1849). 27-39, 123-36; YPSR, 1849, 98-105; 1891, 32. 

or 'in Clifton'.6  This caiiip, 'wliere several raiiiparts 
and bulwarks were tlirown up' ancl many cannon 
mountcd, was in Clifton Fields.7  In 1836  'Legar' was 
the name of a field bcside the Shipton Road, around 
NG 59055315,  later to be occupied by Ouse Lea and 
two plots to the W. of that house.8  

It was inany years before the scars of the Civil War 
wcre liealed. Even in 1725  a visitor could distinguisli 
many of the carthworks erected eighty years before. 
Defoe wrote: 

York is indeed a pleasant and beautiful city atid not all 
the less beautiful for the works and lines about it bcing 
demolished, and the city, as it may be said, beitig laid opeii, for 
the beauty of peace is secii in the rubbisli; the lincs and bastioiis 
anci demolished fortifications have a reserved secret pleasant-
ness in them from the conteniplation of the publick Traii-
quillity that outshines all the beauty of the advanced bastions, 
batteries, cavaliers and all the hard namcd works of the cii-
gineers about a city.... The old walls are staiidiiig and the 
gates andposterns, bLit the old additional works which were cast 
up in the late rcbellioii are slighted; so that York is not now 
defensible as it was theii. But things be so too, that a little 
time, and many hands, would put those works in their former 
condition and iiiakc the city able to stand out a sinall siege.'9  

FROM THE RESTORATION TO 1800 

The city charter of 1665, like that of 1632, provided 
for the repair of the walls, which were kept in fairly 
good condition during the later 17th  and the 18th 
centuries. The capture of York was one of the objects 
of the Famley Wood plotters of 1663. The Duke of 
Buckingham, Lord Lieutenant of the West Riding, who 
was engaged in suppressing the conspiracy, moved the 
city's store of gunpowder to Chfford's Tower for safety, 
and the council had difficulty in recoveriiig the thirty 
barrels.10  Subsequently the Lord General, the Duke of 
Albemarle, wrote in 1665 recallhig the plot aild ordering 
the repair of the city walls, as he understood that tlicy 
were very defective.11  The Lord Mayor was able to 
reply that iiispection liad shovm theiii to be very little 
in decay, but tl-iat he would have them speedily and 

6 Tiie Parish Register of St. Olave, York, Yorksliire Parish Register 
SOCiCty, LXXIII (1923), 79, 97, 98. 	7 Drake, 139. 

8  Catalogue of the Sale of the Manors of Clifton and Rawcliffe 
(1836), Lot 21S, P. 23. 

9  D. Defoe, A 'rotir throtigh Englatid atid lVales, 1724-6,  Evcryiiiaii Ed. 
(1959), U, 228. 

10  E8s, 2; B37, f 182v; B38, f. 6v. 	11  E85, ii. 



E?JJQS);J() I f 11 IrN., 

13URIALS: IV REGION 
	

97 
	

BURIALS: IV REGION 

,,vas originally scaled witli lead (YMH, 58, 120); see GLASS, 

p. 136b. Niiic otlier vesscls were giveii to the Yorksliire Mus-

CLIIII (ibid.), bLit oiilv two (Fig. 73) are noxv ideiitifiable, 

Tiallicly H. 2328, a grey beakcr or iiarrow-iiioutlicd jar, aiid 

Fl. 142, a 
- 

grey jar covcrcd witli graffiti rcferriiig to foriiier 

coiiteiits -iiid tlicrcfore sccoiid-liaiid (see INSCRIPTIONS CtC., 

No, I -S 2). 

(viii) A large iiilitiiiiatioii cemetery was disturbed CILiriii, the 

sliort siege of York in 1644, wlicii a fort was btiilt oii the 

summit of I'lle Motiiit. The rciiioval of the fort duriiig the 

I,Sth century, in lcvclliiia and widcning the road, rcvcalcd that 

iiiaiiy skcictoiis had becii tlirowii up iiito its ramparts (York 

Cotirizilt, 29 JLIIIC 1742), thOL11111 tIlC CStiulatC Of T2,000 tO b 

13,000 iiiadc in 17422 SCCIIIS Cxccssivc. Fiiids, iiow lost, iiicii-ide(I 

an urii containing a cremation, a fragmentary toiiibstoiie 

iiiscribcd PIJENTISSIM .... a coiti of Ncrva (A.D. 96-8), two 

lamps aiid afibula (YA aiid YAS Procs. (1952-3), 18 - 

(ix) Coffin, of stone, ciilpty, ill the gardeii of Pinc~hurst, No. 

121 The Motiiit, presuiiiably caiiie froiii this cstatc Where a 

groLip of iicarly forty skelctoiis aiid soiiie Roman coitis wcre 

fOLliid in 1834- Ojic iiifaiit skcictoji was Tolded in lcad', aild 

iicar it was a brokcii urn (Yclrk Herald, 1 5 Fcb. 1834; W. Har-

grovc, Neii, Gitide ... lork (183 8), 5 1) - 
(x) Coffiii etc.: evideiice of koiiian burials was foutid in 

froiit of aiid beiiiiid Heiinebiquc House, No. 123 The Mount, 

next to PilICIlLirst, in 1952-3 dLiring alteratioiis. A stoiie cofliii 

coiitaiiiiii- a skeletoii witli a coiii in the 11101.1th, fOLliid liere in 

1930, was reopeilcd in 1952 (YA and YAS Procs. (1952-3), 8, 

(1 953-4), 30; Arcli. Neivs Letter, 6 Oct. 1948). 

(xi) Creiiiatioii, CHIC latC 211d century, was also ifouiid at the 
saiiie tiiiie aiid placc as (x), in wliicli (i) a large iiarroxv-liecked 

jar of coarsc liglit oraiige ware containing the crciiiation liad 

(2) a siiiall bcaker of cooking-pot foriii scrviiig as a lid, wliile 

aiiotlier similar beaker (3) aiid a tall, ciriiiated bowl (4) accoiii-

paiiied tliciii as grave fLiriiittire (Plate 3o. Fig. 73). 

(m) Driffield Estate, A4otmt Scliool atid I Io~~ate Railway 

BridQc: 

The btirials in the S.W. regloii so far dcscribed, 

exclusive ofthose in the Railway Statioil Cciiietcry, are 

cliiefly roadside bLirials associated citlicr with Road io 

or, at 1-iolgate Villa (IV Regioii, (k), vii-xi), with Roa(l 

9. BLit iiear thCJLIlICt1011 Of Road jo Nvitli Road I I they 

exteii(i for so"Ic 3 50 Yds. to N. W., aiid probably tip to 

Road 9 itSCIf, thOLIgIl its exact cotirse is iiot here knowii. 

Tlicy foriiicd aii important ceiiietcry (Fig. 70), ricli in 

fragiiiclits frojii SCLilpttired tojiibs. Indccd tllc purposc 

of Road I f iiiay have bccii to serve this cenictery. 

Fragiiiciits Of sculptured stoiics froiii this 0--ilictery 

iiiiply fiiic iiioiiiiiiiciits. They iiicltidc the iiotcNvoi-tliy 

sphin x (see INSCRII'TIONS etc., No. 120), the tall of a largc 
Sea-iiioiistcr (ibid., 121), two licads froiii fLiiicrary 
StatLics (ibid., T 16, 117), a pliie-coiie fiiiial froiii a toilib 
(ibid., 1 33). Therc are the toiiibstoiics of BaebiLis aiid of 

Mmlius Cresceiis (ibid., 72, 88), the IXtli Legioii toiiib-

stone of a soldier froiii Novaria (ibid., 9 1), parts of otlier  

iiiscribed toiiibstoiics (ibid., 81, 86, 87), the relief froiii 

the toiiibstone of a CClItLirioil (ibid., 95), part of aliotlicr 

fiiiicrary rclief (ibid., 99), the iiiscribed s-ircopliagtis of 

Aclia Sevcra (ibid., 103), for wliicli the toliibstoiie of 

Flavia ALIgUStliia (ibid., 77) was tiscd as a lid, and the 

iiiscribcd coffiiis of Tlicodoriazitis (ibid., iog) aiid Siiiip-

licia Florciitliia (ibid., 108)- FLirthcr, tx%,,o altars, ojic to 

the MWITS, (ibid., 42, 43) also coiiic froiii licre. 

The topography is coiiiplicatcd. In the iStli aiid igtli 

ceiittirles the arca was largcly occLipied by the grotiiids 

If MOLliit HOLISC, where fiiids wcrc made in the early 

igth CClItLiry dLirl iig laiidscape gardciiiiig. AboLit the 

iiilddle of the igtll CClItLiry the housc was deiiiolislied 

and the lajid devclopc(i as the Drifficld Estate, inClUding 

Daltoii Tcrrace aiid Driffield Tcrracc, bLit iiiLicli was left 

open aiid is iiow the grouiids of Motiiit Scliool. Burials 

fOLind Liiider the railway aiid just beyoiid it sliow that 

the ceiiictcry also cxtciided ratlier ftirtlier to the N.W. 

Fiiids are therefore grotiped wliere possible in thrce 

headiiigs: Driffield Estatc (i-vii), MOLIllt SCIIOOI (Viii-

xvii), Holgate Bridge etc. (xviii-xxiii). 

Drifficld Estite 

(i) 'BLirial Vault', fouiid in 1769 oii the N.W. sidc of The 

A40uilt (N.G. 59355105), containiiig a lead cofllii (York 

Courant, 7 Nov. 1 769; W. Hargrove, History (.)1')ork, I (1 8 1 8), 
245). Hargrove cojiiicctcd the burial witli St. jaiiies's cliantry 

chapel, but the traditional site for tl-iis is oii the oppositc side of 

The Mount, aiid the positioii of the vault in a ktiown Roiiiaii 

cciiictcry sua I 	gcsts a strLICtLire siiiiiiar to that already dcscribed 

(see p. 95). 
(ii) Coffin, in stoiie, of Tlicodoriaiiiis (St'e INSCRIPTIONS etc., 

No. iog), was foLiiid (C. Wcllbclovcd, Ebiiraciiiii (1842), 110) 

several years before 1842 and brokeii in rcinoval to the gardeii 

of Mount Ilotisc (6o iiis. O.S. WS - s3), Sh,ct I I'): the exact 

origiiial placc of discovcry is iiot kno\\n. I lic cot"In coiitamcd 

aii adult inale skcictoii, of wliicla the skull is iiow in the York-

sliire MtiscLiiii. Wcllbeloved (loc. cit.) states that it was fotiiid 

'in the iiiidst of tirtis, patcrac, aiid otlier remains' aiid that the 

skeletoii of a liorse was closc by. In 1901 the MUSC11111 pLir-

cliascd a scries of Roman vesscls said to have becii fOLliid at the 

bcginning of the lgtll CClItLiry and associated witli the coffiii of 

'rilco(lorilliLls; and tllcsc iiiay include the eight tiriis fOLliid, 

witli a lamp and fibula, bv workiiicii enwwcd in landscape 

gardciiiiig at MOLIllt Hotise ~i Decciiibcr 1807 aild jaiivary 

T 808 (W. Hargrove, History qf York, 1, 281-3). Teii pots froiii 

the scrics are at prcsciit ideiitifiable in tiic Yorksliire Museuin 

(Fia. 74), five (f 1. 817-2 1 ), said to liavc bccii fotiiid togctlier, 

bciii- labcllcd as fotir cincrat-V Liriis aiid a siiiall vesscl. Tbcy 

are mainly vcry siiiiilar plaiii grey jars and iiiclude a waster 

(H 

' 
823) of local ware (see p. 98a). The series dates froiii tiic 

21ld and 3rd CCIALirics:- 

H. 8 17, 8 1 S, cookiiig pots, grey, witli latticc scoriiia; 

"I'lic site iiiarkcd oii the saiiie O.S. iiiap a little N.W. oftliciiiiiction 
of Love Laiie atid 'Flic Mount (N.G. 59255093) iiiay refer to the 
discovery ofa second stoiie cofl-iii froiii the Driffield Estate iiiciitioiied 
in YMH, 14. 
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the iieMibourhood of Holgate radway-bridae, at a dcptli of 

4 ft. to 6 ft. below the SLirface; onc skelctoii had a plaitcd 
bracclet abotit the ariii aiid silvcr car-rings by the skLill; 
tweiity-iiiiie coiiis, cliiefly of Constantinc aiicl CriSPLIS, were 

also found (York flerald, 3, 24 Oct. 18 1 S; W. Hargrove, Ne:v 

Giiide ... York ( 1 83 8), 3 4). 

(xxii) jars containing creiiiatiotis iiiicartlied in coiisidcrablc 

iiuiiibers in the Holgate 13ridge area Nvere dcstroycd. Gravc 0 
goods iiicluded a peiiaiinLIlar broocli and cotiiitcrs or piiis of 

bonc (BAAjotirti., VI (185 1), 156). 

(xxiii) Cofllii, of stoiie, was foLiiid in 19 1 8 oii the liiie of the 

railway fLirtlier S.W. tliaii the foregoing, probably oppositc 

Nigel Grove or Trcvor Grove. It was eiilpt), (G. Bciisoii, York 

11, 162)- 

(u) Uiilocalised Bitrialsfroiii The Moiiiit: 

Nuiiibers of burials ajid gravc goods are reporte(I as 

foLiiid oii The Motint, without ftirtlicr topographical 

dctad. F. Drake ill 1736 records a creniation g o , w 
. 
th 

Icad urii and a glass vessel (Eboraculn, 66). The fol owilig 

is a selcct hst of iteiiis in the Yorksl-iire Mtiseuiii (see 

also GLASS, Pp. 1 36-41):— 

(i) Grave groLip, fOLliid in 1824, colisistilig of two jct bangles 

(H. 3 16) oe ideiitical diallietcr, froiii the ariiis of a fciiialc 

skcictoi), associatcd witli a 'siiiall cartlicii patcra', iiow lost, 

aiid a siiiall urn with creiiiatioli placcd iicar the licad, also lost 

(YMH, 125; W. Hargrove, Nleiv Giiide ... 17ork (1 8 3 8), 3 6). 

(ii) Grave grotip, fouiid in 1874, consists of brotize chains, 

soiiie witli liooks aiid oiic witli a correspoiidiiig riiig, siiialljct 

aiid bronze bamlcs aiid silvcr car-riiias (fi. 312. 1-20). Tlicsc in 	
n ti-iiikcts, prnlv ],, Cor a Child, IA-Cre fOIll)(I ill 3 b0N__ 11CIOW ;I 

Crclllatioli Lilli, S~ild to be the vcry small I'UNUC.ItCd beakcr (I i, 

75) in red ware (11. 2071) (YMH, 135; YI'S Coll'llls.(1 876), 15). 

(iii) Gravc groLip, fouiid in 1874, iiicliidcd two broiizc brace-

lets (H. 311.1-2) oiie witli ovcrlappizig and the otlier witli 

rebated tcrniinals (YMH, 1 35). 
(iv-vii) Grave goods in the Yorksliirc MLISCUIII ilICILide: an 

iiicojiiplete segiiiciitcd jct braccict (Platc 70) foLitid in 1824 

(YMH, 126); a glass vcssel, H.G. 144 (Plate 66), sliapcd like a 

iiiodern tuiiiblcr (YMI-1, 103, itcjii k; Yorksliire MUSel.111), 

Cook MS., 140, 110. C, I), this froiii a stoiic cofi-iii; a glass 

Liiiguciit bottle (H.G. 48) froiii a creiiiatioii (YMH (1852), 6o, 

ite'll 3), and a siiiall gold car-ring also frozii a stoiie cofliti 

(YMH, 122, itemd);see GLASS, pp. 13 72, 1401, and JETS, P. 143a. 
The Musctiiii also contains soiiie fotirtecii cojiiplete vcsscls 

froiii Tile Mouiit, but tlicsc are oiiiittcd, as 'Idding nothing to 

evidciice already adduced. 

(o) Treiitholtiie Drive aiid Motiiit Vale: 

At the S.W. foot of The MoLint Flill, j Llst beforc the 

crossing of Knavesii-iire Beck (no-,v ruiuuiig in a CLIIVCrt), 

aii ijilitiiiiatioii and crciiiation cciiictcry (Fig. 70) was 

excavated in. 1951-2, 1957, 1958 aiici 1959. Oiily brief 

iiiteriiii reports are publislied; the followiiig accouiit is 

bascd tipoii the MS. report by L. P. Wciiliaiii, witli 

liotcs oii the pottery by J. P. Gillaiii. Most of the fiiids  

are in the Yorksllirc MLiscuiii. A Notc by Professor R. 

Warwick oii the skeletal reiiiaiiis is appcn(lcd, p. iog. 

The cciiietcry was prCSLiiiiably Iiiiiltcd oii the N.W. 

by Roa(l 10, for iio burial is reportcd froili the N.W. 

si(Ic of Motiiit Vale, aiid the biilldiiig of St. Atibyii's 

Placc ill 1 938 prodLiccd oiily a Niiith Legloii tile (JRS, 

XXX (1940), 187), soiiie pottery froiii the back gardeii 

of NO. 4 aiid possibly the red flagon, -with Multiple-

ringed iieck now (H. 71) in the Yorkslilrc MLISCLIII). To 

N.E. iiilitiiiiatioiis tli-iiuicd OLIt 011 the City side of the 

cxcavatcd area at a point 30 ft. tO 40 ft. N.E. of Treiit-

liolliic Drlvc. Btit earlier fiiids have bceii reported 

ftirtlicr N.E.: a stoiie coffiii waS Llilcovcred in 1 897 uiider 

the clrlvc of Trciitlioliiie Hotisc, now the Embassy Hotel 

(Yorks. Gazette, 27 Fcb. j897; YPSR (1897), xi ajid 

xxxii), aiid a slab bearilig at least a first Ililc of aii uu-

rccorded iiiscriptioiiwas fotind alid bLlrlCd ill the rockcry 
. 
I front of the hotise (MS. iiote in J. Raine's iiiterleaved 

copy of YMH (1881), iiow in the Yorkshire MLisctllii). 

To S.E. the ceiiietery did iiot extciid as far as the fork of 

Treiitl-ioliiie Drive, ciichiig betwecii hoLises Nos. 2 aiid 8. 

To S.W. crciiiatioiis aiid skcictoiis were fotiiid iii build-

iiig the houses Nos. 147 aiid 149 MoLint Vale I'll 1823 

aiid 1882 (Yorks. Gazette and York Hcrald, io, 17 May 

1823; Yorks. Gazette, 7jaii. 1826; W. Hargrove, Alew 

Giiide ... York (1 838), 35; Geiits. Mag. (1823), Pt. 1, 
633;YPSR(IS23),31,(i824), 21,(I82,5),24,(1882), 28). 
7 

111 1952 aii excavatioii In the gardeii of No. 1 47 CO'l-
fii-iiied the existence of bLirials herc. 

I lic iiiaiii cxcavatl()n~ (Natc 20) C0VCrCd :lb(IL)t 3.~U 
yds. oii cach sidc of Trentholnic Drive iicar ltS JLIIICtioll 

-with Motijit Vale. The sotitli-wcstcrii arca, cxtclldlllg 

iii)(Icr Nos. 1 45, 147 aiid 149 MOLIllt Valc aiid Trent-

liolliic Cottage, coiitaincd relativcly shallow gravcs Nvitli 

rciiiaiiis of buriit boilcs aiid illllLliiied bodics. In the 

iiortli-easterii area, however, pyrcs had becii bLiriied; 

the arca was latcr tiscd for inhuniatiODS Lip to a poiiit 

sOlIle 30 Yds- tO 40 yds. N.E. of the Drlvc. The area of 

pyrcs was covered by a laycr of bLirjit debris if& ft. thick, 

and its whole extcnt was iiot iiivcstigated; bLIt It sceiiied 

to liave cxtcnded in all 

dl 

rectl oiis for a raditis of aboLit 

30 ft., froiii a cciitrc at the N.E. coriicr of tlicj'tiiictioli of 

Valc aiid Drive. The biiriit iiiatcrial coiiiprised ash aiid 

fragiiicjits of coal aii(I vvood froiii the pyres, iiails, bLiriit 

IlLliiiaii aiid arn'iiial boiics, riiigs of broiizc or jct, aiid 

bracclets, also potsherds (iiicILidiiig six distiiict tazze), 

Saiiiiaii ware, all except oiie shcrd later tliaii the first 

lialf of the 2iid cciittiry, aiid Castor coloLir-coated warc. 

Glass fragniclits rcpreseiitcd at least teii vcsscls, iiiiie of 

the i st or 2nd ceiitury, onc iiiscribed, and the teiith of the 

3rd or 4tll ceiittiry, see GLASS, P. 1 37a. Tiic pyre dcbris 

also coiitaiiied four coiiis, of A.D. 88-9, c. 141, 180-92, 

and a Flavian-Trajauic piecc, wliilc it was scaled by 
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