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City wall from Mnk
Bar. NE corner of
Roman fortress in
excavation just be-
low MI' Hall; Tower
31 at bend in wall
bel ow cooling tower;
Tower 32 just above
roof of MI Hall.
Layert horpe Postern
hi dden in trees.

Bi shophill 2 | ooking downhill to the Quse.
Bucki ngham House remains |eft foreground.
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edi torial. problems

WTH THE MIR seasan of O the

excavations at an end,the summer season
vol unteer force dispersed

and the permanent team

concentrated on a S|n%Ie : :

area of Bishophill, the Trust finds itself at |ast
with time to look back and to take stock of what
has been achieved this sumer. There is no doubt
that all the excavations have yielded enough in-
formation to entirely {ustlfy them in archaeol og-
ical terms, but since the Trust's function is eSs-
entially practical as well as acadenmc the value
of the material recovered has always to be %udged
inthe light of its cost in hard cash: in other
wor ds each operation nust give value for noney.

But even after exhaustive historical research of
the kind described by Dr Palliser in this issue,

a nunmber of questions remain to be answered about
the detailed hIStOF% of every area of York, ques-
tions which cannot be resolved in advance of ex-
cavation. Such a large el ement of the uncalculable
makes detailed forward planning very difficult in-
deed and it is to be expected that work schedul es
wi Il not infrequently be conpletely dislocated by
the advent of something quite unforeseen. The Ebor
Brewery site provided a classic case this year
no-one woul d have predicted the dlscover% there of
such a large and conplex structure nor the exten-
sive burial ground associated with it. The rewards
fromthe study of such a nunber of nedieval skele-
tons mll be very great, but their proper excavat-
ion is a painstaking and timne-consuning exercise.

At the nearby Bedern site it was the sheer intric-
acy of the archaeol ogical |evels which was unex-
pected and which sl owed down progress to the




extent that after several weeks digging even the
nedieval layers had still not been penetrated.
In order to examne the condition of the under-
| ying Roman fortress wall in advance of any re-
devel opment proposals and within the limted
tinme and resources available, the Trust nmay yet
find itself obliged to mechanically remve sim
ilarly interesting later layers and with only
the briefé& glinpsSe of theit true nature. A
glance at Dr Palliser's sumary of the potential
of these nedieval strata m |l _‘inpress upon the
reader the extremty of the Trust's dilemma in
deciding on its priorities, even within the
smal | nunber of sites selected for excavation.

The el enents thensel ves can conbine to make non-
sense of a well-planned timetable as at the
Cattlemarket, where the natural boulder-clay in
which nmost of the archaeol ogi cal features |ay
was by turns baked rock-hard by the sun and set
awash™ by rainstorns.

A NUMBER OF NON- ARCHAEOLOG CAL PROBLEMS al so had
a bearing on the rate of progress, the one caus-
i ng nost heart-searching concerning the |abour
force. In order to attract volunteers in large
numbers the Trust advertises its excavations not
only in Britain but also very widely in the Un-
ited States - with very gratifying results. But
for nmost of the volunteers, excavating in York
fornms only a part of their vacation plans, and
after an average of three or four weeks' stay
they tend to move on - just as they are becom
ing really useful. Understandably some supervis-
ors, condemed to a constant round of tralning
and inmediately losing new recruits, are calling
for a new enpl oyment philosophy. They argue that
the summer budget, instead of 'being spread over
a large nunber of short-term volunteers ( at the
rate of thirty pence a day plus hostel acconod-
ation ),mght in future be used to pay the sort
of rates which would attract ready-trained war-
kers who woul d be fewer in nunber but wlling
to stay over longer periods. The higher produc-
tivity to be expected from such a team It is
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argued, would result in at |least as much being

achi eved archaeol ogically, but w thout the prob-
lems of administering, equipping and, particular-
l'y, housing a constantly changing body of up to
a hundred and thirty people.

This proposal is to be closely exam ned, among
others. 1t would be false to suggest that any

of the sumer volunteers had not given the Trust
nuch nore than his thirty-pence-a-day's worth,
and the Trust and the Gty have cause to be ex-
tremely grateful to themall - not |east for
tolerating living conditions often |ess than
satisfactory. But the problem of the untrained
vol unteer is common to archaeolo%y ever ywhere,
and the Trust may find as other bodies have done
that the denmands of cost-effectiveness will en-
force greater selectivity of paid volunteers in
the future. But after all the breast-beating and
self-criticismthere will remain the fact that
however well plans had turned out, the Trust
could not have coped with all the sites threat-
ened, given the budget from which all contingen-
cies, toreseen and unforeseen, had to be net.

THE TRUST WLL BE LOXKING for the earliest poss-
ible materialisation of the increased State aid,
so much under current discussion. The appoint-
ment of an Under Secretary for Archaeol ogy at

the Department of the Environnent with an’in-
creased budget is particularly encouraging here.
And it is renewing its appeal to the public hop-
ing.to add to the many who have already signalled
their encouragenment with Deeds of Covenant “and
with donations snmall and large. Cearly there
will be much to exercise the mnds of the Trust's
staff this winter beyond the mnutiae of arch-
aeol ogi cal fact-gathering, but if the right con-
clusions are reached they should result 1na
stronger and nore effective taskforce to cope wth
the new year's threats



From Speed’s map, 610 .

the
summer

sites
AN HISTORICAL REVIEW

Al nost anY site incentral York is likely to
yield buildings, or at least traces of occupat-
lon, to the archaeol ogist. As Francis Drake,
York's greatest historian, wote in 1736, 'you
cannot dig anywhere, alnost, but you meet wth
burnt earth, Cinders, and stone pavements bur-
ied very deep in the ground' - not to mention
more el usive remains |ike post-holes for tinber
bui | di ngs, which nmould have been mssed by the
amat eur di ?gers of Drake's day., There is an em
barrassment of riches in choosing which sites to
excavate when nore are available, or threatened,
than the Trust can cope with. But what can be
done, with the aid of historical research, is to
sel ect those places where inportant discoveries
are certain or at |least very likely. Even so, it
is always possible for a promsing site to yield
very little, or for a major discovery to be nmade
wher'e it was not expected. The four main excav-
ations undertaken this sunmer illustrate this
very well.

(ne 'shot in the dark' was the excavation of a
Iarﬁe part of the former cattle market between
Fishergate and Walngate Bars. The historical
documents suggested that medieval ribbon devel -
oprment straggled out of both bars along Barbican
Road and Fawcett Street, with open ground bet-




ween. Later, the suburbs disappeared when pop-
ulation fell after the Black Death of 1349, and
John Speed's plan of York marks only one house
inthe area by 1610. But an excavation seened
wor t hwhi | e because sonewhere under the Cattle
Market was believed to lie the church of Al
Saints, Fishergate, first recorded in the 1090s
but possibly an inportant church even before the
Nor man Conquest. No one knows its exact site,
but bones from a cenetery were discovered in
various places when the Cattle Market was built.
In the event, the church was not discovered. R
H Skaife, who knew nmore about nedieval York
than al nost anyone, thought its site would lie
just at the back of the Gty Arns, so if he was
right it may be possible to find the church
when nore of the Market area becones avail abl e.
But that does not mean that the excavation was
a failure. éFart fromthe exciting small finds
(a cross and three coins of the md eighth cen-
tury),the dig unearthed traces of farming activ-
|Ig from Romano-British times to the end of the
mddle ages. It has therefore proved what the
documents coul d onIY su%gest - that agricultura
land came right up to the walls until "very re-
cent times, and that only the road frontages
were built up before the nineteenth century.

Skaife's location for Al Saints appears on a
fine historic Plan of York published in 1864,
which is one of the best sources for starting
research on a site. But no historian's guesses
can be taken as firmevidence, and this has
been shown_by the second excavation in A dwark,
where the Trust and the York Excavation G oup
have been morkln? on the Ebor Brewery site. At
the Cattle Market an expected church was not
found, but on the brewery site a church has ap-
peared unexpectedly - a 'stone structure wth ad-
{acent graveyard, apparently used for burial un-
i| about the sixteenth century. Wiat could it
be? Apart from an obscure church which preceded
St Anthony's Hal | (and which could not be as far
north as hliL the only recorded church off Ad-
wark was St Hel en-on-the-Valls, which was closed
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in 1549 and subs_equentlg/ pul l ed down. That would
fit with the period of the latest burials, and
the situation of the church is right for its
descriptions of 'on the walls' or™'in the Verk-
dyke' (the old noat). But Skaife's plan, follow
ed by Canon Raine and by the Victoria County

H story, sites the church on the north side of
the Merchant Taylors' Hall, whereas this church
is to the south of it. However, a |ease of the
moat to the tailors in 1415 seens to indicate
that Skaife made one of his rare nistakes, and
that the church indeed stood to the south of
their hall. If the foundations are those of St
Hel en's_the excavation should be of great inpor-
tance. _Though it was not recorded before about
1200, its dedication to Constantine's nother,
and its position just outside the Roman fortress,
suggest a nuch earlier origin - Anglo-Saxon or
even late Roman: and already it seens possible
that a Roman building underlies the site (just
as another Roman building underlay St Mary Bis-
hophil| Senior). Nor is this all that the brew
ery site has to offer. Traces of the medieval
housing which lined the street are being discov-
ered, while further south stood Aldwark House, a
maj or town mansion of the seventeenth century.

Part of the difficulty with the Ebor brewery and
Cattle Market sites is that they have not always
been built-up areas, so that property deeds can-
not tell us all we would Iike to know in advance
of excavation. In this respect the third site,
in the Bedern area, is much richer. From about
1250 the Bedern was used as the College of the
York Vicars Choral, a body of priests who dep-
utised for the canons and performed the day-to-
day services in the nedieval Mnster. The Vvicars
owed the Bedern until 1865, though by then they
were living el sewhere and |easing the houses to
| aymen. They kept careful records of rents and

| eases which are all preserved together in the
Mnster Library. So the Bedern is perhaps the
best district within the walls for using histor-
ical and archaeol ogi cal evidence in tandem It
has known occupation since Roman times - but
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wi thout those large nmodern buildings which des-
troy the upper archaeological layers - and a rich
series of archives and plans. For recent periods
the property history is fairly conplete, and it
can be used to interpret what is excavated, while
for the nmedieval College, which is less fully re-
corded, archaeol ogy and docunents should be able
to help each other.

Yiew of York, by edmond Barker cing dedicaked ko Tancred Robinson
Courtesy -YarK Clpy Ac Gallecy.

Al though Chancellor Harrison wote a whol e book
about the Bedern fromits records (Life in a
Medi eval College), there is much nore sti to
be Tearned. The only surviving Vicars' College
of a cathedral is at Wlls, where the Vicars
Close is still a conplete fourteenth-century
street, houses lining both sides and a chape
and dinin%-hall at each end. York's Bedern can-
not have been quite the same, for the chapel re-
mains and the tinbered hall (still miraculously
standing in the nmiddle of Wights' premises) are
both on the sane side of the street. There was
al so a bridge connecting the gatehouse with a
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house across Goodrangate, so that the vicars
could cross over the street w thout |eaving

M nster prenises. But where were their houSes
and kitchen, their orchard and gardens? Chan-
cellor Harrison left two suggested reconstruc-
tions of the Bedern, quite different from each
other, and a conbination of archaeol ogy and doc-
unents is called for to settle the layout of the
College. In the Mddle Ages there were 36' cub-
icles' or small houses, and when the number of
vicars dropped to five after the Reformation
five 'mansion houses' were built for then in-
stead. Al of these are still to be discovered.

And this is to say nothin? of the exciting pos-
sibilities of the site before 1250. The Bedern
runs across the wall of the legionary fortress,
and Roman tessellated pavenents have been glinp-
sed there. And what covered the site between Ro-
man times and the age of the vicars? 'Bedern',
first recorded in 1276, neans 'prayer-house': it
is also found at Ripon and Beverley It could be
naned fromthe College, but if (as many schol -
ars believe) it is an Anglo-Saxon nang, it nust
inply the existence of a major church before the
Vicars' College. Kenneth Harrison sngests it
was the site of the Church of the Ho g Wsdom a
maj or .1 ost church recorded by Al cuin before 800.
This is pure speculation, but a major pre-Cong-
uest church would be a Very exciting find indeed.

Finally, there are the two excavations on the
rising ground between Skel dergate and Bi shophil |
Senior. Here again major finds can be expected
for all periods from Roman to Ceorgian. t he
Roman and Anglian possibilities historical re-
cords are Very scanty, but documents suggest

cl ose-packed Settlenent along both streets in
the mddle ages, with a sprinkling of town-
houses of Yorkshire gentry anpng the citizens
properties. Skel dergate seens to represent the
shore-line of the pre-Conquest period, and the

| ower excavation (coupled with last year's over
the road) should help to build up a picture of
the river-bank with 1ts warehouses and quays be-
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fore the present stone retaining wall was con-
structed in 1305. Further, both the Bishophill
excavations are inportant for our understanding
of Tudor, Stuart and Georgian York; because the
archives are rich for those centuries, there has
been little systematic excavation before to an-
swer problenms about them Between the disused
Met hodi st Chapel and Carr's Lane there were im
portant and fashionable houses (Skeldergate used
to be an inportant residential street), and off
Bi shophi || Senior excavation has already uncov-
ered the foundations of an even nore inportant
house. Duke's Hall or Bucki ngham House, was
built in the reign of Elizabeth | as a town
house for the Fairfax famly. It was rebuilt, or
at | east &Heatly enlarged, in the seventeenth
century, when i-t becane one of the four |argest
houses  in the city. It was there that the Par-
|iamentary general Sir Thomas Fairfax |ived when
he came to town a period evoked by Rosemary Sut-
cliffe in The Rider of the Wiite Horse. His
daughter married the second Duke of Buckln%hanl
Charles Il's favourite, who lived there often in
the 1670's and 1680's when he was out of favour
with the king. The house then was al most a pro-
vincial palace and court, with lavish balls and
hospitality for county society. However, it was
denol i shed in the eighteenth century, and no
plans of it are known, though it fortunately ap-
pears on two York views of 1718. So the excav-
ation should be able to reveal a good deal nore
than the records can of this very inportant
house, and the results so far are aIread¥ addin
to our know edge of the social life of the couniy

gentry.
D.M Pall'iser
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German Snu?fers,late {7th ~early 18h cenbury.
fund in Aldwark, .

sites review

- june-
=~ septem ber

THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER MONTHS the resources of

the Trust have been concentrated on five sites'.
within the city. A small expeditionary force has
at the same time been plodding its way round the
l'ine of the proposed outer ring road after nuch
scrutiny of aerial survey photos: an expl anatory
report’ "is promsed for the next issue of |INTERIM

THE | MPLEMENTATION OF ESHER s Al dwark scheme has
archaeol ogi cal inplications alnost as Par reach-
ing as its sociological ains., Straddling-the
eastern sector of the Roman |egionary fortress,

dwark is likely to hold the answers to nmany of
the questions which still hang over the Ronan and
Bost-RorTan hi story of York. Two excavations have
een undertaken here to try to find sone of them
this summer.

EBCR BREWERY SI TE The dust had hardly settled
fromthe denolition of the Ebor Brewery when_the
Yor k Excavation Goup rmoved in |ast EaSter. The
going was far fromeasy and for the first few
weekends the excavators found thenselves drilling
through an almst unbroken |ayer of concrete and
cobbl es, pierced here and there by enormous piers
and cast-iron bases for the brewery plant. Six
trenches were soon established, three of which

| ater passed to the Trust. O those retained by
the Yl one has just been reported as having
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penetrated the Roman |evels, after revealing
evidence of a l|ong-established property boundary
on the way down, marked by a brick wall in the
18th century and by wooden stakes in the four-
teenth. The area seens to have been gardens for
nmost of this period. Quantities of charcoal, coa
and ash seemto be refuse from donestic fires.
Apart from animal bone fragments and some pottery
of various periods, the only finds have been sev-
eral nedieval silver coins. Geater expectations
are held for the Roman |evel

In contrast, the Trust's mjor trench on the site
al ongsi de the Merchant Tailors' Hall, has stead-
fastl'y refused to be hurried and has not yet pass-
ed the 14th century level - for alnost the entire
area is carpeted wth skeletons, representln?
phase after phase of burials with consequently
repeated disturbance of the earlier depositions.
The graves are dotted around and within the
foundation malls of a small church [see 'The
Church of . ..? St Helen in the Melting Pot' in
this issue for evidence supporting this attrib-
ution of the bU|Id|n%}. Several phases of its en-
| argenent have been detected through the current
trowel I ing and shovelling, and in the cleared-out
drain trenches which criss-cross the site and
give a useful preview of what |ies ahead. The fin-
al denolition of the church seens to have taken
place in the md-16th century but its foundation
date is yet to be archaeol ogically established. A
fragment “of nosaic flooring glinpsed in the bot-
tomof a drain trench suggests that it my be ex-
citingly early. Adjacent to the church three wde
trenches, lying side by side and parallel wth
each other but alnost at right angles to the
‘South" mall of the church, "are filled with rubble
- some of it apparently fromthe church fabric.
Part of one of the trénches seems to have been

del i berately consolidated as a wei ght bearing
foundation.” So far this feature remains a nystery.

In the Trust's second trench, in the centre of
the site, no substantial early structures have
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been found. Layers of concrete and rubble |evel-
|'ing put down by the brewery may include denol -
ition material froma late 18th-19th century |
coachworks. Great spreads of ash and cinder "vi s-
ible in the sides of the trench include several
deep pits for foundry work. These |ayers cut

into a thick deposit of garden soil which Cont-
ains nmuch broken pottery, cl a)é Pl pe pi eces,

dress pins and animal bones. Below this another

| ayer of gardens soil was defined by a path
(18th/19th century? runni ng di agonal | y across

the trench. At a [ower level a section of brick
wal | al ong one side of the trench suggested a
boundary between the garden and the house to
which it belonged - presumably one of the |arge
dwel | ings which once graced Aldwark. There was

a concentration of mne bottle glass on the house
side of this mall. On the garden side was a brick-
built external drain probably of the 17th century.

It was at this level, in a rubbish deposit and
therefore entirely out of context, that the seal
matrix of Snarrus the Telenarius (Toll collector)
was found.

| mredi at eIY bel ow the drain |evel were various
signs, including a w despread | ayer of brickdust,
bricks and tiles, of denolition and rebuilding
inthe vicinity., The drain proved to be set on a
foundation of "bricks laid on edge which may have
been the remains of an earlier wall. Beneath was
a layer of 17th and 16th century pottery, clay

pi pe fragments stanped with a maker's name and a
growing proportion of earlier pottery, some of
whi ch was Roman. Rich _black soil containing nor-
tar and nedieval and Roman pottery continued, but
at a depth of 10 feet below ground |evel water
began gathering. Sanples taken by boring from
thrs level shorn that occupation material contin-
ues for sone depth. The subsoil |evel seens to be
some 10 feet below the trench bottom

A few yards away in the third and |owest trench
t he di'ggers have been churning out early nmedie-
val and Angl o- Saxon pottery, and have al so prod-
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uced a coin of AEthelred Il of Northunbria (841-
850) - and they have certainly earned these nod-
est rewards. The list of features reads like a
sanitary engineer's dream for the pre-nedieval
| ayers were only reached by way of a whole se-
qguence of sewers and cess-pits stretching back
fromthe nineteenth to the thirteenth centuries.
Posts and other tinmber features latterly begin-
ning to appear, associated with clay flooring,
are remni scent ofthe Angl o-Scandi navian site
excavated in Paverment [INTERImvol 1, nos.1 and
. As these renains lie sone feet |ower than
the (possibly Roman) nosaic flooring further to
the north-east, the excavations pronise to pro-
vide interesting information on the natural and
artificial contours of this area in the period
bef ore the adjacent Dani sh-Norman bank and wal |
MB{F rai sed as an extension to the Roman fortress
wa

BEDERN SITE On the other site lying within the
Al dwar k redevel opnent schene, work in the gen-
eral area of the nedieval Vicars Choral College
has been confined to a conparatively small trench
just to the rear of the site of the college which
is covered by factory buildings still in use

t hough shortly to be vacated. As to be expected,
the excavation has reveal ed signs of intensive
use of this city-centre area over many centuries:
19th and 18th century bakers' ovens, 17th cent-
ury cess-pits and lean-to shacks and a sizeable
building of the 16th century. This building had
had a fairly conplicated history in its conparat-
ively short "life. In its early years the ground
floor had been devided into two working areas -
one with two small circular ovens and tw hearths,
and the other with a large structure, 2min dia-
meter, which was possibly a line kiln. The buil -
ding fronted on to a narrow | ane which continued
the line of the snall alleyway which still |eads
of f Goodrangate. Here then is a | ost medieval

| ane, which may have been a cul -de-sac or may
have |ead through to Bedern or St. Andrewgaté.
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CATTLE MARKET SITE Wen the pool area is dug
for the proposed swimmng hall on this site, no
archaeol ogi cal levels can remain untouched ben-
eath it, for they were found to be very shallow
i ndeed. The earl’iest occupation traces found
were two boundary ditches of the earlE 2nd ten-,
tury (Romano-British) aligned NWto SE across
the“site, which would have enclosed fields of
that period. The next identified phase of occup-
ation is for the 8th century, when the: top part
of a well, which was by then out of use and fil-
led, collapsed causing a wattle and daub wal | of
a building of this period to slump into it. The
pit thus created was then used for rubbish -
among which mere found an Angl o- Saxon bronzes
cross [subject of an article in the next INTERIM
and two coins of the 8th century. A nunber of
less inpressive Anglo-Saxon finds; including
coins of AEthelred 11 conbine to suggest a con-
si derabl e Angl o- Saxon settlenent area nearby. The
date of the well has not yet been established.

The next phase of occupation identified is for
the 13th century. a small nound, made from mat-
erials dug out of a noat enci rcling it (too shal -
low to be defensive), and the traces of a buil-
ding encl osing the mund. The building, founded
on tinbers with post settings, extends beyond the
limt of excavation so that its full dinensions
cannot be established. The area excavated wthin
the tinber slot is D shaped and is 6mlong by 3m
wi de at the w dest point of the D shape. There
are traces of internal divisions within the
structure but there will not be enough tine to
excavate these. The tinber footings suggest walls
at least 2.5m in height. To the west and adjacent
i's another [3th century structure simlarly
founded in a tinber-slot and enclosing a space
1.7m square. Wat at first appeared to be a cla
floor proved to be a well-shart deliberately fil-
ed: it is therefore assunmed the building was a
wel | - house. The walls of both these buildings
were dismantled at a date no later than 1250.
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No trace was found within the limted excavation
area of the Norman or pre-Norman church of All
Saints Fishergate which is known to have stood
inthis region. On the other hand, the presence

of post-medi eval agr|cu|tural_dra|na%e di tches
suPPests that after the decline of the suburbs
following the Black Death in 1349 urban devel -
opment in this part ceased, and the land remained
in agricultural use until recent tines.

BISHOPHI LL SITES | & Il The layer of concrete
that seens to represent 20th century York was
met on Bishophill and sunnar|IY cleared by nech-
ani cal excavators. Bishophill T, at the |ower
end of the site for the proposed multi-storey
car - park, |s_Part|cu|ar[y interesting for the
information it should yield on the evolution of
the water-front on the south bank of the CQuse
from Roman tines onwards. Evidence from | ast
year's excavation towards the eastern end of
Skel dergate [INTERIM vol 1, no.11 sugqssted_that
until the present retaining wall was built in
the 14th century, the river mght have cone
right up to the [ine of Skeldergate itself. It
seens quite likely then that the pre-nedieval
waterfront buildings will be found to line the
edge of the area at present under excavation -
and that this may prove to include early wharf
lines'of the Roman to Scandi navian periods.
Warehouses of the 14th century (by which time
the line of the present street would have been
established) have already been |ocated, with the
Bost-holes of nore inpermanent tinber structures
ehind. Here too is a well, built of stone prob-
ably in the 14th century, and extended in brick
in at least two phases as the ground |evel rose
?ver the centuries. Its final depth was about 17
eet.

John Carr, York's mast celebrated architect, had

his mansion facing Skel dergate in this area. Sone
of the outbuildings have now turned up. An ad-

jacent property was apparently given over to
sone industrial purpose, for” several nortar-
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floored clay-lined vats have been uncovered
though their use is as yet undetern ned.

Excavation on Rishophill | (expected to yield
i nformation about the Roman colonia) will prob-
ably have to be taken to a considerable depth
because of the heavy build-up in ground |eve
since Roman tinmes. At Bishophill Tl, on the oth-
er hand, at the uphill end of the car-park site,
there is only about 6 feet between the present
round | evel and the natural boul der clay. In
hese 6 feet - one fifth of the depth of “occup-
ation layers comon in other e@rts of the Clt¥ -
are conpressed 2000 years of York's history. The
first principal feature to appear in this site
was one area of Bucki ngham House, including what
are apparently the foundation courses of a large
portico to the east. An associated brick-floored
cellar overlain by 17th century pottery was al so
found. But sadly the Duke's nansion has been
ruthlessly exploited as a source of dressed buil-
ding stone and little of it survives above its
contenporary ground level. In remains of earlier
periods the site is proving rich. Anglo-Saxon
and Roman |evel s have been identified, producing
pottery, building materials, coins and flooring.
A conplicated scene, the result of Anglo-Saxon
pits being cut into Roman floor levels is nade
more conplex by later building activities, which
have resulted in artefacts being displaced from
their original layers.

Further reviews of all these sites will appear
in the next issue of |INTERIM
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hi storical documentation, tradition, and past and
present day topography in a city of such antig-
uity and conpl ex evol ution as York.

The site lies between Aldwark (the street join-

ing Coodrangate to Peaseholme Geen) and the city
walls, immediately SE of the Merchant Tailors'

Hall, on terrain which Once rose naturally to a
low hill called Herlot or Harlot Hll ('contig-
uous' as Drake observed 'with Love L_ane'%, | at er
Barker H Il and now just noticeable in the rise
of St Maurice's Road-Jewbury outside the Roman
fortress, close to its E corner tower, the rem
ains of which. arevisible fromthe walls behind
the MI Hall. But it is within the area which the
Danes enclosed in the latter 9th century with an
earthwork built from the E corner tower to approx-
matelr the pr0| nt at which the present wall turns
sharp 1/1 at Tower 32 (opposite Jewbury) down to
Layerthorpe Postern.

It has been sugqﬁsted that when the Normans rais-
ed this bank higher and continued it down to Lay-
erthorpe Postern by the Foss they threw up the
earth fromthe inside, so creating a ditch within
the walls which cam? to be called Werkdyke [ A
Raine, Medieval York, London 19551. The word
'werk! 1N Verkdyke and 'wark' in Al dwark derives
from Angl o- Saxon [ge-]werc nmeaning literally "a
wor k, sonething wought™ but regularly used, as
in the 9th century Chronicle accounts of the Dan-
I sh invasions, to si gn_lfR/ "earthworks, a fortif-
ication'. Alnost cerfainly the Od Fortification
L{éld-mrk] first referred to was the ruins of the

man fortress which in Raine's (1925-6) and |at-
er excavations nere shown to have stood up to 20
ft high in this corner in the 9th century. Later
it may have come to include the Danish and Nor-
man works - just as the nane Verkdyke seens to
have been extended from the early ditch outside
the Roman wall to the inner ditCh created by |at-
er extensions to the fortifications [see The City
of York Il: The Defences, RCHM 19721.

The Donesday survey of York shows that in 1086
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there nmere various dwellings built in the city
ditch; and the stone footi nt};s of one of them a
tinber building, have been found overlying the
Roman ditch in St Leonards. Part at |east of the
Aldwark site seems to lie in or over the Wrk-
dyke within the Dani sh-Nornman eart hworKks.

ARCHAEOLOG STS INVOLVED with the site maintain
with some conviction that the building they have
| ocated was a church.

In shape and dimensions its outline is said to be
very simlar to that of St Andrew s church in St
Saviourgate. Though the building is aligned NE-SW
rather than strictly E-Was churches commonly are,
this may be an alignnent inposed by the building
plot. There seens to have been an inposing 'West
door, where the foundations formthe shape of a
deeply recessed porchway of the kind found in
romanesque churches; while at the 'East' end
there is an interior wall across the buildi ng
parallel with the end wall which could be under-
stood as formng a small chancel or choir. There
is sone indication that this interior wall was
origi naII% the end wal| of the structure which,
when the building was |engthened, was retained
and pierced with a doorway at its midpoint -
whi ch woul d be consistent "with the position of a
chancel arch or rood screen. The building was of
stone with thick substantial walls, and several
Ph?stes of enlargement seemindicated during its
ifetine.

The upper strata of the excavation su%gest t hat
the building was robbed of its stone to found-
ation level not earlier than the 16th century.
The earliest |evels for the building have no

yet been reached, except where nodern drains and
other intrusions associated with the brewery had
already cut deep into the site, Here there are
tantal'ising but as yet baffling glinpses of ol der
floor level’s, part of which 1s paved wth nosaic
and part with slate which may be Roman. Cccup-
ation of the area in Roman times had al ready been
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indi cated by Ronman tile and pottery sherds found
%% York Excavation G oup behind St Cuthbert's
urch (SE of the site) in 1970-71, which were

t hought to be the waste from nearby kilns. But

the problem of interpreting the present exposed

level's is made no easier by the fact that in an-

other area between the bU|Id|n% and Aldwark a

| evel of alnost 'certain Anglo-Scandinavian date

has been-established several feet below the |evel

of the supposed Roman nosaic floor. A clue to this

Problen1nay lie in a wall now emerging between the

wo areas which perhaps served to retain a terr-

aced plateau against the earthworks, on which the

bui | di ng stood. This terracing naxbhave been an

early stage in the levelling of Herlot H Il which
has taken place on the city side of the walls.

But the nmost conspicuous argunment for thinking in
terms of a church is the very Iarﬂe quantity of
burials both within and w thout the walls of the
building. Like the building itself, the skeletons
are not aligned due E-W But if the bU|Id|nP_|s
assuned to be a church, then the skeletons l[ie as
they should in a "liturgical' EW relationship to
it - that is, parallel wth an axis through the
length of the church and facing east.

At least one burial lies below a wall believed to
belong to the last phase of the building s enlar-
gement. The burials are thus associated with the

earlier as wll as the |atest phase of building.
The conclusion pointed to is that on a Roman site,
at an unknown early date, a_ church and churchyard
were established Vhich were in continuous use un-
til the 16th century.

It is agreed that if this building is a church
there is only one church it could be- thk parish
church of St "Helen called '"in the \\erkdyke' or

|l ater and nore regularly, 'on the Valls".

ST HELEN. ON THE WALLS is not one of those churches
named or alluded to in the Domesday survey of York
- though that fact alone is not proof that the
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church did not exist then. For nor are the two

St Mries on Bishophill nentioned, yet there is
good architectural and archaeol ogi cal evidence
that they nere built before the Conquest. But the
earliest surviving record of St Helen is a_chart-
er datable between 1194 and 1214 by which Thonas
of St Lawence gave to the Mnster one-fourth of
the advowson (right to present the benefice to a
priest), of the church. From 1282 and 1291 records
survive which indicate that the remaining share

of the advowson was exercised by Ncholas |e Gant,
of York; and intermittently until 1368 this share
was exercised nore or |less alternately by tw fam
ilies, the Salvayns and the Langtons. "After 1368
the Langtons al one are recorded as meking presen-
tations of the benefice.

Several early documentary references to St Helen
make it clear that the church with its parsonage
and churchyard stood in the \Wrkdyke. Later Tef-
erences seemto suggest that between it and the
bottons of the gardens of houses fronting on Ald-
mark there was still a ditch or moat within ret-
aini nqhwalls in 1580 (see below) when it was cal -
| ed the Queen Dyke. Prom Aldwark, a narrow Lane

| ed through to the church, presumably crossing
the noat on a bridge. It was calléed 'le Kyrke
Lane' in 1392-3, but b{ 1580 it had come to be
knowri as St Helen's ane.

Li ke mam{] of the churches of nedieval York, St
Hel en on the Walls was inadequately supported by
a Very small parish. Wthin its corner of the city
three other churches, Al Saints Peasehol me, St
Cut hbert Peasehol me and St Mary Layerthorpe al so
had to make a living. Nor did’it ever acquire any
substantial endowrents. A large part of the parish
| ay detached, well outside the walls, in Tang Hall
Fiel ds which, as open land, yielded little revenue.
The only recorded endowrent is a light in the
' church,” supported by |and which in 1548 was worth
20d a year. In the réign of Henry V when rates
were being assessed for a levy to support the
French wars St Helen's yearly value was stated to

be £2. A few other churches, |ike St Hel en Fisher-
28




%ate, had a |ower value, but many, like St Helen
tonegate £6, All Saints North Street £8, St Mar-
tin Coney Street £10 and St Oave £24, were con-
siderably wealthier.

Yet, in its heyday, we nmay inagine that it was a
handsome, even if "not an inposingly large buil-
ding. Two strikingly fine pieces of sculptured
stone assumed to cone from St Helen's éhaw ng
been found in the Ebor Brewery site and deposited
in the Yorkshire Philosophical Society's nedieval
architecture collection, 1912-13, by Har vey
Brook) give a hint of its romanesqué charm Fiom
tine to time its parishioners bequeathed none

for its repair or adornment. In 1405 Matilda Mlt-
by gave 8d in her will, towards painting the Vir-
gin's inmage. This image, probably a statue, evid-
ently stood in the chancel of the church for it

is there, in front of the Virgin's |r_rag1e, t hat

W I liam Cabary, rector, asks in his wll (1482)

to be buried. In 1410 Robert Popilton, a merchant
of York, gave 6s 8d in his will, for the privilege
of being buried in St Helens, the noney to be used
on the church fabric. And in 1515 a tiler, Robert
Oyl bertson willed 3s 4d to the nmaintenance of the
fabric if he mght be buried 'afore the wher
(quire i.e. chancel] dore in the nydd alley'. The
present excavations have uncovered a |arge nunmber
of burials within the building - one of them|ying
in a P05|t|on whi ch might correspond well wth
Rober | bertson's resting place. These we may
assume on this evidence of wlls to be nenbers of
the clergy of wealthier guildsnen like John de
Quenby, parchment maker of York, whose will dir-
ects 1n 1394 that he should be buried in the aisle
between the font and the chancel door.

Probabl y nost bodies were vvr\e}\ﬁped only in shrouds.
(One rector, John de Burton, 0 had chosen his
burial site on the south side of the chancel wth-
in the church, explicitly forbade in his wll
(1407) that his body should be coffined: only one
I'inen cloth was to be wapped round him Did he
regard a coffin as wordl;h vanity, or as theol og-
ically unsound - or was he aware of the dangers
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of subsidence of church floors and walls fromin-
erior burials? The evidence of the brewery site
is that outside the church burials nere nunerous
and, by the tine the churchyard ceased to be used,
densel y packed. Many disturbed skel etons have
been uncovered and there nay be some suggestion
that bodies had not always wholly deconposed be-
fore another grave was cut in the sanme place.
Hemmed in as the church eventually becane, par-
ticularly after the building of the Merchant
Tailors' Hall within the Wrkdyke probably in the
| ate 14th century, there was no room for expan-
sion and the graveyard must have been sonething
of a health hazard.

THE NUMBER OF PARISHES IN THE CITY had multiplied
during the prosperous mddle ages but with the
city's decline thereafter so too declined many of
t he- pari sh
chur ches. Pl
In 1548, " '
at a time
when there
wer e near -
ly fort
c%urchyes
n the
ey andy
iate sub-~
urbs, thir- ‘ :
tythree of | 4. - a5
them with P
full par- o L
ochi al h

status, the incunmbent of St Helens had put it in
charge of a chantry priest from St Saviour. The
city Council had just succeeded in getting passed
an Act (lEdward VI c¢.9) suppressi ng\Mdecayed chur -
ches in York, and St Helen on the [l's was one
of these. It was now to be united with All Saints
Peasehol ne and St Mary Layerthorpe under the ben-
efice of St Cuthbert.
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Though the inplenmentation of the Act was not rat-
ified with the Church until 1586 when the Arch-

bi shop seal ed the deed, closure and denolition of
many of the supFressed churches and civic approp-
riation of the land began, with little objection
fromthe Crown and (Raine renarks) apparently
none fromthe Church, imediately after the pas-
sing of the Act. On 2 January 1550 the City Coun-
cil agreed to sell '"the church of St Ellyns on
the Walls, churcheyerd and persenage therof' to
the Lord Mayor for his own private use (this doc-
ument, Dr Palliser has pointed out to nme, is ms-
read by Raine as suggesting that the Council sold
the property to 'ny Lord Maier and his Brethern',
that is, to itself.) One of the objectives of the
City was to have the derelict nature of nmany of
the parishes recognised in the Crown's taxation
assessment of York, and St Helen on the Walls is
one of the churches mentioned in a letter from
the Lord Mayor WIlliam Bekwith to the city's Ms
dated 25 Cctober 1555, in which he conplalins that
certain parishes 'be soo noche decaied and wast ed
that their is no man glad to inhabite within the
precynts of theym for that the paynent of one
yere taxe is duble and treble nmore than theyr
wholle yere rent'.He asks the MPs to renew the
City's 'old suit" to the Crown for a reduction of
its tax on York. About this time, St Helen on the
Wal s was denolished - at a date which would fit
wel | with the archaeol ogical evidence for the
stone-robbing fromthe building on the Ebor Site.

A curious tradition is associated with the denol -
ition of St Helen's. Canden, the great if not
whol |y scrupulous 17th century historian tells in
his Britannia of a report given him by several re-
liable men of the City that during the demplition
of a church in York a vault was found beneath it,
in which was discovered the tomb of tbe Roman em
peror Constantius Chlorus and a lanp still bur-
ning thanks to a special fuel produced from gold.
Constantius is said by sone ancient witers to
have died in York. Just before his death he was
visited by his son Constantine who was saluted as
Enperor in York when his father died. The place
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where the tomb was found, Camden says, had al ways
been held in tradition to be the burial place o
Constantius. Reviewing this story, Drake says:
"Toadd a little nore confidence to this story,
from Canden, | nust say, that tradition still in-
forms us, that the sepul chre he Speaks of, was
found in the parish church of St Helen on the
mal I s, which once stood in A dwark!

The wife of Constantius was of course St Helen
herself who, at her son Constantine's request,
journeyed to Jerusal emand found the True Cross.
"It is not inpossible coments Drake 'but that
Constantine the great, when converted to Christ-
ianity, mght order a church or chapel to be er-
ected over his father's ashes, which was dedicat -
ed, perhaps after his tinme, to his nother.' Con-
stantine made Christianity the state religion of
Rome in 325. The archaeologists would be delight-
ed to find a Christian church in York fromthat
date: but there is no sign of a vault beneath the
buil ding on the Ebor site: This York tradition
may only be a curious offspring of the Legend of
the True CGross which was so enormously popular in
early nedieval Europe; yet it mght witness to a
menofy of a church in”Aldwark reaching back,if
not actually to Roman tines, at least Into the
pre- Conquest period. The cult of the Cross was
evi dentl'y popul ar among the Angl o- Saxons: Cyne-
wil f, the 9th century poet, wote a |long Verse
account of St Helen's discovery of the True Cross.
Wat is perhaps the. finest Anglo-Saxon religious
?oem The Dream of the Rood, I's a neditation upon
he Gr0SS and 1ts nistory. Some words fromthis
oem are inscribed nat on|¥) upon the 78th century
thwell Cross (Dunfries) but also upon a relig-
uary, the Brussels cross, made in Angl o- Saxon
times to contain a fragment of the True Cross. The
Angl o- Saxon Cronicles in the annal for 885 record
that Pope Mirinus sent a portion: of the True, Cross
as a gift to king Alfred. The popularity of Helen
and the Goss, for later tines at least, is test-
ified in_York church dedications, three of which
were to St Helen and one to the Holy Cross (St
Crux).
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BY 1575 THE DERELICT SITE of St Helen's was be-
coming a tip and the council had to forbid peop-
le to '"ly any dong nere or upon the note wall
ageynst St Ellyns on the Walls'. Five years later
M Brogdon and four others were ordered to 'clense
the Quene dycke at the backsyd of thair gardyngs
by the walls of Saint Ellyn'. By 1586 when the
Archbi shop ratified their suppression many of the
affected churches were ruins robbed of their best
stone. Often their nane alone survived in taxation
docurments and in the course of tine the sites nere
sold and built upon by generations quite unaware
of their former sacred nature.

BUT: IS THIS ST HELEN S that the Trust is excav-
ating? Hitherto, the concensus has been to place
St Helen to the NW- that is on the Mnk Bar side
- of the Merchant Tailors' Hall. Drake (Francis
Drake, Eboracum etc, London 1'7361 suggested this
position, w thout presenting evidence, and though
the church had | ong since disappeared; aid nost

hi storians have followed him Robert Skaife [Plan
of Roman, Medieval & Mddern York, York 18641 nark-
ed its site there. Raine [York Cvic Records V,
1946] stated without offering evidence that Skaife
was wong and that the church had stood on the
site of John Hunt's Brewery - but this opinion he
| ater changed to agree with Skaife [Md. York p.52].
W Harvey Brook [manuscript catal ogue of nedieval
architecture in Yorkshire Museum 19381 wote of
the two scul ptured stones, du% up during the buil-
ding of a chimey for Hunt's brewery, that they
were found on the site of St Helen's church. The
chimey was built in the NWcorner, where the
Trust 1s excavating.

The earliest docunmentary |ocations of the church
use it to define boundaries of property belonging
to religious house at Bridling& [Bridlington
Chart ul ar¥]. In deeds relating to the period 1283-
t len's is referred to as being in the
Wer kdyke and on the walls. A deed of 1415 by which
the Merchant Tailors leased fromthe City 'part of

the ditch commonly called the noat' 100 ells long
and 6 ells stepping to 12 ells in width, nentions
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St Helen's churchyard. 'Unfortunately the boundary
definition makes no reference to the one solid

| andmark of the walls. It seens to require the
churchyard to lie south of the hall. [l ation

of this deed with other property boundaries may
eventually clarify some of the obscurity. But it
is to be noted that the deed refers only to the
position of the churchyard, not of the church it-
self. The church could ‘have stood at sone dis-
tance fromits burial ground. Perhaps sonme signif-
i cance mght also be attached to the nane given to
the church: St Helen on the AQd wvall. If the 'old
wal ' is the Roman wall, then the church Must have
been to the north of the MI Hall, where the for-
tress wall turned and ran westwards.

In later deeds St Helen's is described as being
near the Merchant Tailors' Miison Dieu (hospital).
The location of the Mison Dieu is uncertain.
Raine says it was on the NWside of the Hall, and
so Skaife was right to site St Helen's there [Md.
York p.52] - but it seens nore probable that it
ves infact on the SWor SE side. It was pull ed
down in 1703, and shortly afterwards the SWfront
of the Hall needed extensive repair. In 1730 the
GQuild had need of houses for elderly members and
on_ ground cleared by denolitions of 1703 they
buil't the four-roomed house still standing on the
SE boundary of their propertgl, i mredi at elel adj ac-
ent to the building excavated by the Trust. This
by no means proves, but seens t0 renmove sone ob-
ections to the siting of St Helen's SE of the
Hall. If the wills of M Brogdon and the four
ot hers mentioned above as owning property abut-
tmg St Helen's malls can be traced, they nmay
shed light on this problemof siting.

There are other objections and r|a1)rob| enms involving
docunment ary evidence. One, which demonstrates how
scrupul ously information nmust be weighed, is the
(1515) will of Robert Gyl bertson, mentioned bef-
ore.He” mshed' to be buried in the choir door in
"the md alley'. The choir door night be identif-
iable in the building the Trust has found. But if,

as it surely nust, 'alley' means aisle, the church
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claimng itself to be St Helen's should show it

had aisles: so far there is no evidence of aisles

in the excavated building. But most problematical

of all, and the one on which the question of iden-

tity wll nost likely prove to turn, is an objec-
,tion rel-

rating to

;) the defen-

ces of York.

In 1380,
fol | owi ng
ariot in
the city,
t he Mayor
and Com
monal ty

or der ed
speci al
rovisions
or the
cust odi an-
ship of
This , and tne above - flusyred Pomanesque CaRLS the malls.
was Found diring work ab Hunt's Eoor Brawety, Aldwark, For each
are believed ko bé from St Melen on the walls, of the

_ _ o stretches
into which the walls nere divided, a nunber of par-
I shes (not necessarily adjacent to each other) had
the responsibility of finding and paying a con-
stable and sub-constable to keep custody. Between
Monk Bar and Layerthorpe Postern there were four
custodies: 1 fromMnk Bar to St Helen on the
Walls; 2 fromthere to the tower on Herlot H I
ad{ acent to Petre Hall [[super Herlot H Il iuxta
Petre Hall]; fromthere to the new tower on the
corner opposite Jewbury (novam turrim super cor-
nerium versus le JubHK]; and fromthere-to Layer-
t hor pe Postern. [7See The Gty of York Il: The De-
fences, RCHM 19721.

If St Helen's is assuned to lie NWof the Merchant
Taylors' Hall (on the Mnk Bar si de%, the custod-
ies are seen to be of roughly equal |ength. But
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the building being excavated by the Trust stands
slightly further along the wall than Tower 31
which iS the tower on Herlot HII. Fromthe buil-
ding along to Tower 32 (the 'new-tower' opposite
Jewbury) is not far; but if the building is assuned
to be"St Helen's, then TWOD custodies have to be
fitted into this short stretch, whilst the first
custody, from Monk Bar_ to St Helen's, becomes ex-
traordinari I'Y | ong. The towers in question Still
stand; the hill, the corner are plain to see. No
doubt is at present attached to the Custodianship
docunent or its interpretation. As far as the rel-
ative position of walls, towers and St Helen's
church in 1380 (and 1406 when directives nmere re-
i ssued) is concern&d, there is hardly room for
question. If the building should prove not to be St
Hel en on the Walls it maXr prove hard to give it any
identification at all. chaeol ogi cal evidence does
not seem to encourage the theory that it was an
earlier St Helen's which was then rebuilt (before
1380) to the NWof the Merchant Tailaors' site. The
bui | di ng seems to have been standi nlg into the 16th
century. Could it be the Petre ('Peartree') Hall
mentioned in the Custodi anshi p docunent as bei ng
adj acent to Herlot HII? Very little seems to be
known about this hall. Drake deals with it only in
a footnote: 'Beyond this [Harlot H Il outside The
wal I's] stood fornerly a place called Pertrehall,
opPosit% it is said to nerchant-taylors within the
wabls, ut | can give no further acchountI of |t|.'
Eboracum 1736, p.254] Benson [Archaeol ogical Mp
E)T Yor K, 1926] |(Pent5|f]| es ' Peter[ Hal T With Mer-
chant Tailors: but unconvincingly, since the Custod-
|_ansh|P citation is of earlier date than the buil-
ding of the present Hall. Wet kind of building .
Pertre Hall was, it is inpossible to say, but if
the excavated building were proved to be the rem
ains of it the best guess mght be that it was a
hospital, oOr maison “dieu: thou?h unfortunately
there is no evidence for York that the medieval "hos-
pitals kept their own burial ground.

I NGENUI TY FLOURISHES in 'site conversations. Mean-
while the Trust's historical research officer, Dr
David Palliser, is reviewing the relevant docunents
and the excavation proceeds over the winter.
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the seal
of snarrus

The seal - or rather, the matrix for inpressing

a seal - was found on the Ebor Brewery site in
dwark, in a rubbish pit which did not allow

any clear context to be established for it. There

was no direct evidence to connect with the ad-

jacent burial ground.

The seal is approximtely 7mm in thickness and
38mm in diameter. It is cut froma solid blank
of ivory. At the top is a three-tiered Luq}Snm
hi gh and 9nm across its' base, integral wth the
disc, and pierced for sone means Of suspension
The inscription, in Lonbardic capitals 3mm high,
reads + SIG + SNARRI . THEQLENARI| . [Sigillum
Snarri theolenarii 'The seal of Snarrus the toll
collector']. Wthin the circle of the inscription
is depicted a person in a skirted, belted, |ong-
sl eeved garnment with his right armoutstretche
The hand hol ds a purse, less deeply and carefully
incised than the rest of the figuré. Above the
purse three point and circle decorations seemto
represent coins falling into it. The sides and
back of the seal are polished but bl ank.

Earliest opinion tentatively puts the seal in the
twelfth century. But the stylized drapery of the
figure and particularly the stylization of the
head are strongly remniscent of |ate Anglo-Saxon
seals and coins. "It may be that there is sone
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continuity of stylistic tradition in York from
die-cutting for coins across the Conquest period
to seal matrix cutting in the early niddl e ages.
On the other hand, it is interesting to note the
simlarity of treatment of the head and drapery
in a bronze figure of the Virgin and Child in the
Yorkshire Miseum O this figure Talbot Rice
[English Art 871-1100, Oxford 1952, p.235-6] has
witten: "It 1s cast in low relief, and the mat-
rix of the mould nust have been akin in style to
an ivory carving, though the carving nust have
been of a very summary character. The agitated
folds of the drapery show some resenbl ance to
Wnchester work and on their evidence alone an
el eventh century date seens rather nore |ikely
than one in the twelfth, which has usually been
assigned to the bronze.'

The nane Snarrus seens to be the latinised form
of the Scandi navian name Snare or Snorri, known
both as a forename and as a ni cknane meaning
'shrewd'. It occurs in York fromearly times. In
Domesday Book, the former owner of property then
held by the Count of Mortain was Esnarrus (com
pare Escardeburg for Scarborough, Eskrope for
Scrope, Esneit for Snaith etc). A formof the
name occurs again in a charter (John Rylands Lib.,
Chartulary of St Mary's Abbey York, f.353d.) of
170-76. Among the witnesses to the confirmation
tSo St Mary's of the church of Burton Agnes is
nerri.

A charter of 1174-84 (cited in Early Yorkshire
Charters V p.328) refers to a croft In Little
Ceening in Aiskem 'quod fuit Rodberti Snarri'
"which belonged to RS.' Here, the latinised form
m ght be intended to indicate 'son of Sharrus'.

The surnanmes Snarr, Snarre, and Snarrie, still
known in and about York, seemto derive fromthis
ol d Scandi navian nane.
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trouble with

tolls
A GLIMPSE I YORK'S

MEDIEVAL. COMMERCE

A TAX ON TRADE- DEALINGS has for very many cent-
uries been both a source of revenue and a means
of controlling the market in the hands of |oca
and national authorities. An early attenpt in
England to create market circunstances in which
a trading tax could be systematically |evied may
be found in the 10th centurﬁ. Edward”t he El der
(reigned 901-925) enacted that no-one nght buy
or sell goods except in a market town ('port")
and in the presence of the town-reeve ('port-.
erefa’) Certainly, as other Anglo-Saxon |egis-
ation shows, the concern was to have an officia
wi tness who could if necessary settle any dispute
which later arose as to terms of the transaction;
though the establishnment of conpul sory markets
was a sure step towards inposition of a workable
toll system But Edward's |aw probably had little
sway outside Wessex and none in the Scandi navian
ki ngdom of York, though it had submtted to him
in 920.

By the time of AEthelred the Unready (reigned
979-1016) the collection of tolls fromtrading
was becom ng wel | -devel oped, partly as a contro
upon foreign nmerchants, who were required to pay
toll according to the size of their ship when

t hey brought goods to London. At this time York
was "t he second nost popul ous town in Britain,

39




with 8000 or more inhabitants. Links with the
Continent, Scandinavia and Ireland were strong,
and the navigability of the Hunber and CQuse
brought nerchant shipping right to the staithes
of the city. There is e_ve_r?/ i kel'i hood that York
had a systemof tolls simlar to that established
for the port of London.

After the Danish invaders finally conquered Eng-
| and, Cht, the son of Viking plunderers, soon
reveal ed himself to be a sober statesman concer-
ned for his great em%l re's trading account. On a
visit to Rone in 1027 he negotiated with both the
Enperor Conrad and the Pope to ease the tolls
whi ch were so discouraging to English merchants
seeking trade towards the Mediterranean. The in-
ternational tradi n% inplied by such dealings as
these as well as the archaeologi cal evidence for
inports and exports at this period argue thriv-
ing markets in England, especially in the ports,
and inply an increasingly conplex system of tax-
ation.

AT THE TIME OF THE DOVESDAY SURVEY(1086) we hear
again of the king's agent, the reeve of the shire
or Sheriff of Yorkshire, gathering tolls, to the
sum of £100; and in 1130 a 'collector of York' is
mentioned. York, with extensive fortifications to
maintain as well as a river and roads, had a

large revenue to find on its own account, as well
as what was owed to the Crown in the formof the
annual_ ‘'farm. In 1189 this stood at £50 per an-
num But at |east the nmedieval kings recognised
that the national econony depended on the commer-
cial prosperity of the great trading centres such
as York, and in that sane year Richard | (for a
consj deration of 200 marks fromthe citizens of
York) granted the city a charter exenpting its
merchants fromtoll and other kinds or charges

"t hroughout the Angevin enpire’ - the purpose
being to encourage York merchants to invest in

I ntefnational trade.

By 1292 the annual farmfor York had risen to
£120. O this sum £42.0.5d was raised by tolls
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and £51.1.10 by a levy of one shilling on each
sack of wool entering and |leaving the city. The
smell of privilege and corruption grows stron-
ger as tinme goes by. Fromquite early in the

m ddl e ages the authorities gave up collecting
all tolls thenselves. Instead they |eased the
right of toll collecting for the various narkets,
staithes and gateways to specul ators who paid an
annual quﬁ sum for a period of years and then
recouped whatever they could fromthe vendors
and stallholders. Any profit was their ow. Such
a specul ative toll gatherer was probably the
Snarrus the Telenarius of the Ebor site seal,
since the seal bears his own name and no instit-
utional enblem The Tel enarius was nornally,no
doubt, a man of some substance since he had to
be able to guarantee the falrly high rents asked
by the Corporation for the toll-leases. But no
doubt, too, in the city's palmer days at |east
it was a lucrative office

Just as the early kings tried to bring all trad-
ing together in centres to facilitate control
. in medieval York the authorities found it
necessary to conpel all traders in particular
comodities to confine their trading to fixed
| ocations. So at one time all malt and corn deal -
ing was done by St Martin Coney Street, butter
was sold at St Martin Mcklegate and Holy Trinity
King's Court, wool on Qusebridge and latér in
Peaseholne Green, and |eather in the Cormon Hall
and Thursday Market (St samson's Square). Goods
were controlled and taxed at the gates and post-
erns and at one tine a chain across the river
t q?uld stop ships nooring if they refused to pay
ol I's.

THE SYSTEM OF TOLLS and the operators of the sys-
temlike Sparrus played their inportant part in
the evolution of medieval capitalism an essen-
tial evolution. But the burden of these tolls
upon the citizens, tradesmen and consuners aliKke,
can readily be imgined. As well as the civic .
authorities of York, the Archbishopric was entit-
led to take tolls - fromthe Mnster Liberty (the
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area about the Mnster in which the civic author-
ities had no jurisdiction) and one third of tolls
from \al ngat e Flsher%ate and Foss Bridge, as
vell as al the_ tolls fromthe gateways, posterns
and stalls during the three days of the Lamas
Fair. On the other hand, the religious houses of
York were exenpt frompaying tolls thus increas-
ing the load upon the cit]zens. Prices mere inev-
itaply forced upwards by this inposition upon
cormerce. In 1482 there is a warning that the
conpl ex exaction of tolls is keeping traders away
fromthe ci t?/. The guilds thensel ves shared res-
ponsibility for this, by ?I’eSSI ng for tolls

agai nst 'foreign'" merchants and goods as a pro-
teéctionist measure. In that year a petition was
made to allow men to trade toll free so that the
prosperity of the city mght be raised.

Per _haPs for political reasons as nuch as for the
relief of nercantile distress, Richard Ill re-
duced the annual farmof the CItP/ by £60 and
Hnry VIl set it down to an annual paynent of
£18.5.0d. But the prosperity of York was determ
ined by factors |ess nmanipul able than these, and
taxadj ust ments al | eviated the synptons but coul d
Nnot remedy the advancing sickness.

THE M DDLE AGES WERE THE HEYDAY of the tolls sys-
tem and York's civic records abound with referen-
ces to it. Wth changes in trading patterns, in
the national commercial structure and in |ocal

and national taxation systems, tolls gradually
fell &way, surviving mainly only as |evies nade
upon users of anenities such as roads, bridges

and waterways to help maintain them By about 1744
the lease of tolls in the Thursday market was ri ot
proving profitable and Richard Corney hol di ng a
21-year | ease at £70 per annum had to persuade the
Cor'poration to reduce his rent by £/ 0 per annum
In 1750 the Corporation was having to threaten
prosecution of "foreigners' who were sinply refus-
Ing to pay tolls to the Toll Lessee.. In 1894 Len-
dal” Bridge was freed fromtolls, and Skeldergate
Bridge in 1914. Still, in 1938/9 river tolls were
bringing in £7000. But today Snarrus would find
smal [ pickings - though he mght bid for Selby Bridge?
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L what, oulde pipe
" of tobacco!

"IN THESE DAZES, the takin? in of the Indian herb
tabacco, by an instrunent forned like a little la-
del | whereby it passeth fromthe nouth into the
hed and stomach is gretlie taken-up and used in
Engl and.' These words were witten in about 1578;
for although the Spanish introduced tobacco to
Europe fromthe Anericas as early as 1527, we are
informed that 'mush melons and tabacco cane into
Engl and about the 20th year of Queen Elizabeth',
(ie around 1578). In fact it was Sir Walter Ral-
ei gh who introduced tobacco, along wth pot atoes,
bringing them back from his disastrous attenpts to
found a colony in Virginia, Anmerica.

The first datable English clay pipe was made in
1580, although we soon hear of Raleigh hinmself us-
ing a silver one. (This was when he boasted that

he ' knew his tobacco so well' that he could weigh
snmoke! When the Queen took himup on his words, he
wei ghed his tobacco, snoked it, and wei ghed the as-
hes, the difference in weights presumably being
that of the snoke.) However, the first pipes of
clay were nodelled on those of the American In-

di ans, fromwhomthe habit had first been acquired,
They had small bowls and |ong stens. The high
price of tobacco kept the bows snall for nany
years to come. An account of 1612 which speaks of
the 'tenpering, stanping and co-m xing of sea-cole,
or stone-cole that a kind of substance being there

43




| 1Y

made of them like unto past or tenpered clay, the
Presse moul de may forme and transfigure that clay-

I ke substance into hollow pipe-cole as it doth
earthen pipes' confirns that clay pipes were nmade
then, as up to nodern times, in moulds - though
nota apparently, fromthe fine white clay later
used.

Tobacco becane nmore and nmore popular. It was that
"divine,rare super excellent tobacco, which goes
far beyond all their panaceas; potable gold, and
ohi | osophers' stones, a sovereign renedy to all
Iseases’, as Burton, the 17th century philosopher
said! '"As early as 1560, Jean N oot Mbnardes had
recomended tobacco as a cure, ironically enough,
for cancer! In 1599, it was suggested that 'th
fume taken in a pipe is good agai nst Runes, cat-
arrhs, hoarsenesse', and in 1672 ' Washing the sore
... and then strew ng tobacco juice thereon' was
advocated. Nevertheless, Janmes | insisted that it
was 'a custom | oathsone to the eye, hateful to the
nose, harnful to the brain, dangérous to the |ungs
and in the black stinking fume thereof resenbling
Eh% horrible Stygian smoke of the pit that is bot-
onfess..... '

During the course of the 17th century, the bow s

of the pipes became larger, as the price of tob-

acco dropped. Pipes nere either glazed or unglaz-
ed, sone even part|alky gl azed, only at the nouth
pi ece. Styles devel oped regional characteristics

as well as adopting national trends.

LONDON DOM NATED the tobacco trade for the first
hal f of the 17th century, so we find no evidence

of clay pipe-nmakers outSide the capital until

| ong after the breaking of the nonopoly, around
1638-9. Transport for a bulky material "such as

pi peclay, mainly from south-western England, was
easier by water, along the coast; so the new clay
pi pe centres that sprang up were all coastal ports.

Bristol was an area which produced its own singul -

ar style of pipe; there the bow gained an over-
hand, |eaning right over a neat, flat, roundish
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base, stanped with the maker's name or
initials. A less wdespread, yet very
dlﬂan|ve§upe|sjhatfromBHmde%
Shropshire, distinguished by a heavy,
splayed base, usually stanped with the
maker's name in full. One particular
devel opnent which seens to have becore
very commn, is that of the spur, a
smal |, often rounded, alnost knob-Iike
foot on the base of the bow . This feat-
ure was extrenmely long-lasting, and can
still be found on ?lpes t hroughout t he
first half of the 19th century.

I'n Yorkshire, Hull and Gateshead took u
the trade in a big may, with inland Yor
formng the crucial link in the distrib-
ution system It may have been wjtten
in 1599, that 'the Yorkers they will bee
content with bald tobacco docks' (a hum
orous name for a tobacco substitute made
with dock |eaves), but the industry
flourished in Yorkshire. Even during the
decline of the clay pipe in the |ater
19th century, the area clung to its trade
right to the very last.

York itself developed a particular trpe
of pipe, known today as the 'York Bul -
bous', characterised by a heavy, rounded
bow and a broad,flat, squarish base
These pipes were stanped either on the
base or the stem in designs that usual-
l'y included, with the naker's initials,

a conventional |eaf pattern using tobac-
co or nullet plants or fleurs de 1ys.

Towards thk end of the 17th century, pipe
bow s were beconming narrower and taller
the curves |ess pronounced. This was un-
der the influence of the straight-sided,

g
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flat-based, Dutch pipes, which were becomng very
popular. By 1700 this kind had al most conpletely
superseded “earlier types.

The quot ation 'Now [16831 every ploughman has his
Pipe to hinself' shows that by thistime tobacco
had reached even the |owest ranks of 17th century
society. Despite the tax of two shillings per
hogshead on till tobaccos, the clay pipes themsel-
ves becane so cheap that once the brittle cl a%/
snapped, the remains could be thrown away w thout

a qualm This is why so many are found on archaeol -
ogical sites todaP/_. O'ten pieces of broken pipes
were used for curling wigs; so by 1690 a side pro-
duct of the pipeclay 1ndustries had becone spec-
ially made wi'g curlers:

However, by the second half of the [8th century,

pi pe bow s” mere widening again; spurs had returned,
along with rounded, curved bows. Relief decorat-
ion of all kinds appeared, with embl ens of public
house signs, reginmental badges, ornate stanps, and
other fantastic designs. This continued right
"through until around 1840, when the plain, foot-
less, short-stemed pi pe became fashionable. This
was the nearest of all the clay pipes to the shape
used today; it was onI% supersided by the more ro-
btutst7 briar pipes, and by the advent of the cigar-
etti?.

POTTERY HAS LONG BEEN USED to help date digs: now .
clay pipe remains are al so often used. Because

E)I pes were cheap and snoking pogul ar, pipe remains
urn up on nost sites of post-16th century date.
And since a pipe had only a short life, and styles
changed fairly quickly, know edge of their shapes
and makers' mnarks car hel p the archaeol ogist date
an excavation to within as little as 20 years. They
turn up often in gardens and pl oughed fields.York's
Castl e Miseum exhibits a pipenaker's shop. YOUNG
INTERIM of fers a small prize for the best short
account of pipes you have found yourself.

Ni cky Zeeman
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meet the
archaeologists

THE CONSERVATOR AND THE FINDS ARTIST

| NTERI M READERS won't need renminding that arch-

aeol ogy doesn't end with the digging. Among Trust
staff who take archaeol ogy on from where the dig-
gers leave off are Sheena Howarth and Jim Spriggs.

SHEENA HOMRTH (it's her professional and maiden
name) is a freelance illustrator enployed by the
Trust to make drawi ngs of small finds which will
become an essential part of the final official
record of each excavation. Hers is the denanding
task of reproducing the precise conformation, tex-
ture, features and dinensions of these finds,

wi thout allowi ng her own distinctive style and
techniques to intrude. INTERIMreaders will be
fam liar with Sheena in both her roles: both as an
objective recorder and as a lively and whinsica
book-illustrator.

JIM SPRIGGS too has a vital part to play in the
preservation of archaeological records - for his
Jjob as Conservator concerns nothing less than the
physi cal survival of the artefacts excavated. The
nat ur al abilitg of York's subsoil to preserve a

wi de range of buried naterials is now well known.
But wi thout treatnent from Jim nmany finds noul d
not survive a week after exposure to air and |ight
and very few nould be worth exhibiting to the pub-
lic before the corrosion of centuries had been
meticul ously renoved in his |aboratory.
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Though Sheena reckons as a child she nust have
visited every castle in the country with her .
father,: she had, no inkling her career mght be in
ar chaeol og&. From Casterton School she went on to
Li verpool _Col lege of Art, specialising in graphic
design. Thereafter, the usual prospect of doing a
teachi ng course of lugging her outsize portfolio
round the country's design studios seemed equally
unattractive. It occurred to her that archaeol ogy
of fered good potential in the art field and so she
volunteefed to dig in York for a few weeks. Her
special skills were soon reveal ed. She noved first
to a site planning teamand then to the draw ng
office in Adwark. Not |ong ago she nade the de-
cision to go freelance (Tel: York 32827'), draw
ing for the Trust on a piece-work basis and un-
dertaking conmmi ssions in other fields such as

book design and illustration.

Jimtoo has wide interests and took the Di pl oma

in Conservation at the Institute of Archaeol o%
only after seriously considering careers in ofher
aspects of archaeology and in architecture. Arch-
aeol ogi cal experience he gained abroad (in Italy,
Israel and Syria) and at home (hdl ggi ng several
seasons at Wnchester) made up his mnd for con-
servation, and he is’still happy with his decision.
No-one who has seen him handling fragile brooches,
and pins, or rotting wooden utensils or pieces of
textile could fail to endorse that decision, for
Jim conbines a craftsman's flair with wide aplpre-
ciation of the chenstry and physics of a whole
range of conservation techni ques.

Sheena's and Jims roles, in helpi n? to secure
complete and accessible records of the evidence
of small finds, are closely allied. But there is
another motive for this double feature in INTERM
For Sheena and Jim have just forned a nore per-
manent' alliance. The wedding was at Levens church
in Cctober. INTERIM takes this opportunity of

\]£VI tShI ng them every possible happiness in the
uture.
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